

Aruba's ONLY English newspaper 


Trump signs Sept 11 victims 1 compensation lund extension 



In this Sept 13,2001 file photo, firefighters use cellphones as they lake a break outside the Ladder 10 Engine 10 firehouse across the 
street from the World Trade Center site in New York. 

Associated Press 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump on 
Monday signed a bill ensur¬ 
ing that a victims 1 compen¬ 
sation fund helping those 
impacted by the Sept. 11, 
2001 attacks never runs out 
of money, ending years of 
legislative gridlock as the 
number of first responders 
dying of Ground ^ro-relat- 
ed illnesses mounted. 
Appearing in the Rose Gar¬ 
den with more than 60 first 
responders from the 2001 
terrorist attacks, Trump 
signed into law an exten¬ 
sion of the fund through 
2092, essentially making it 
permanent. 

'You inspire all of human¬ 
ity," Trump said of the 'true 
American warriors" who 
rushed to assist victims that 
day and searched for re¬ 
mains fo r mo nths a fte r. 

The president said that the 
nation has a "sacred obli¬ 
gation" to care forthe re- 
spondersand theirfamilies 
The $7.4 billion fund had 
been rapidly depleting, 
and administrators recently 
cut benefit payments by 
up to 70% 

The bill passed Congress 
on a bipartisan basis but 
only after delays by some 
Republicans exposed the 


legislative branch to brutal 
criticism from activists, in¬ 
cluding the comedian Jon 


Stew a rt. 

Dozens of first responders, 
many gravely ill, would re¬ 


peatedly travel to Wash¬ 
ington to lobby lawmak¬ 
ers to extend the funding 


every time it needed to be 
reauthorized. 
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Doubts emeige a bout Trump picklbrUS intelligence chief 


By ERIC TUCKER, MARY 
CLARE J ALONICK and DEB 
RIECHMANN 
Associated ness 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump's pick 
for national intelligence di¬ 
rector has been mayor of 
a small Texas city, a federal 
prosecutor and a member 
of Congress. But questions 
were already emerging 
Monday about whether 
those qualifications a re ad¬ 
equate for the position as 
the nation confronts threats 
that include foreign elec¬ 
tion interference, North 
Korea's nuclear ambitions 
and the riskofwarwith Iran. 
Rep. John Ratcliffe is also 
known as a Trump loyal¬ 
ist, which makes his lack of 
relevant experience even 
more striking ata time when 
currentand formergovem- 
mentoffic ia Is expect Russia 
to interfere in the 2020 pres¬ 
idential election just as it 
did in unprecedented fash¬ 
ion when Trump first ra n. 
"Ratcliffe comes to the job 
with the least national se¬ 
curity experience and the 
most partisan political ex¬ 
perience of any previous 
director of national intel¬ 
ligence," said Michael Mo- 


In this Wednesday, J uly 24, 2019, file photo. Rep. John Ratcliffe, R-Texas., questionsfomnerspecial 
counsel Robert Mueller as he testifies before the House Intelligence Committee hearing on his 
report on Rjssian election interference, on Capitol hill in Washington. 

Associated ness 


reII, a fomner acting CIA 
directorwho now hosts the 
"Intelligence Matters" pod¬ 
cast. 

The director of national in¬ 
telligence has oversight of 
the nation's 17 intelligence 
agencies, a significant job 
touching all comers of na¬ 
tional security policymak¬ 
ing. If confirmed, Ratcliffe 
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would be the principal in¬ 
telligence adviserto Trump, 
who has appeared deter¬ 
mined to surround himself 
with protectors and de- 
fenderseven in national se¬ 
curity positions that haven't 
historically been perceived 
as overtly partisan. 

It is unclear what specific 
experience Ratcliffe will 
bring in helping thwart for¬ 
eign government efforts 
to interfere in American 
politics Also unknown is 
whether skepticism he has 
voiced in Congress about 
special counsel Robert 
Mueller's investigation into 
ties between Russia and 
the Trump campaign will 
affect his preparation for, 
or response to, any foreign 
influence or cyberattacks 
on campaigns. 

Ratcliffe, who was among 
the most aggressive Re¬ 
publican questioners of 
Mueller at public hearings 
last week, would replace 
outgoing director Dan 
Coatsat a time of broader 
reshuffling within the na¬ 
tional security leadership 
structure. 

The selection comes 
months after Trump em¬ 
powered another ally , 
Attorney General William 
Barr, to disclose still-secret 
intelligence collected by 
other agencies, including 
the CIA, during the Russia 
investigation. Ratcliffe has 
made clear his skepticism 


of that investigation and 
his belief that Trump was 
treated improperly by in¬ 
vestigators, saying in a talk 
show appearance Sunday 
that it was time to move 
on from discussion of im¬ 
peachment. 

"It's a moment when Don¬ 
ald Trump can deepen his 
personal stranglehold over 
the intelligence function 
and knock out any voices 
of dissent to his particular 
world view," said Demo¬ 
cratic Rep. J amie Raskin of 
Maryland. 'That's a scary 
thing forthe country." 
Coats, who will step down 
next month, repeatedly 
clashed with Trump. 

He was publicly steadfast 
about his conviction that 
Russia had interfered in the 
election even in the face 
of the president's ambiva¬ 
lence. He appeared to 
scoff when told in an in¬ 
terview that Trump had in¬ 
vited Putin to Washington. 
In his resignation letter, he 
cited as an accomplish¬ 
ment the appointment of 
an election security execu¬ 
tive 'to support the whole- 
of-govemment effort to 
address threats a gainst our 
election." 

Tensions with Trump not¬ 
withstanding, Coats did 
bring to the job decades 
of Washington experience, 
including lengthy stints as 
an Indiana congressman 
and U.S. ambassador to 




Germany. His predecessor 
in the Obama administra¬ 
tion, J a mes Clapper, spent 
decades in the military and 
in intelligence, including as 
director of the Defense In¬ 
telligence Agency. 

Ratcliffe does not have 
equivalent credentials, 
though his supporters are 
likely to point to his experi¬ 
ence as a terrorism pros¬ 
ecutor and federal pros¬ 
ecutor, aswell ashis recent 
membership on the House 
intelligence committee, 
which he joined in J anuary. 
First elected to Congress in 
2014, Rateliffe'sexperience 
astop federal prosecutorin 
east Texas gave him instant 
clout when Republicans 
ra n the J ud ic ia ry pa nel. He 
was one of the main ques¬ 
tioners when Republicans 
hauled in Justice Depart¬ 
ment officials to question 
them about whether they 
were biased against Trump 
in the early days of the FBI's 
Russia probe. 

It's unclear whether con¬ 
cerns about his credentials 
will trip up the confirma¬ 
tion process. Confirmation 
takes a simple 51-vote ma¬ 
jority, undernew rulesin the 
Senate, but that leaves slim 
room for error with Republi¬ 
cans holding a 53-seat ma¬ 
jority. 

Sen. Richard Burr, the top 
Republican on the Sen¬ 
ate intelligence commit¬ 
tee, said Monday that he 
would move swiftly to push 
the nomination through his 
Republican-led panel. Re¬ 
publican Sen. J ohn Comyn 
of Texas, another member 
of the committee, called 
Ratcliffe a 'tremendoushu¬ 
man being" and said he is 
"confident he can rise to 
the challenge." 

But Sen. Ron Wyden of 
Oregon, a Democratic 
committee member, said 
in a statement that Rat- 
cliffe's sole qualifications 
appeared to be promot¬ 
ing "Donald Trump's con¬ 
spiracy theories about the 
investigation into Russian 
interference and calling 
for prosecution of Trump's 
political enemies." He said 
confirming Ratcliffe would 
"amount to an endorse¬ 
ment of this ad ministration's 
drive to politicize our intel¬ 
ligence agencies.'0 
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SEPT 11 FUND 
Continued from Front 

Though their ranks shrunk, 
as emergency workers 
died of cancers and other 
diseases linked to the toxic 
fumesfrom the World Trade 
Center rubble, the fate 
of the funding had never 
been permanently guaran¬ 
teed. 

NYPD detective Luis Alva¬ 
rez appeared gaunt and 
ill when he testified before 
Congress last month, urg¬ 
ing lawmakers to pass the 
measure to help his fellow 
first responders even if it 
wastoo late for him. 

'You made me come 
down here the day before 
my 69th round of chemo 
and I'm going to make sure 
that you never forget to 
take care of the 9/11 first 
re sp o nd e rs," A Iva re z sa id. 

He died two weeks later. 
More than 40,000 people 
have applied to the fund, 
which covers illnesses po¬ 
tentially related to being 
at the World Trade Cen¬ 
ter site, the Pentagon or 
Shanksville, Pennsylvania, 
after the attacks. Stewart, 
who made the cause a 
personal passion project, 
tore into the lawmakers' 
inaction when he testified 
alongside Alvarez, creat¬ 
ing a moment that was fre¬ 
quently replayed on cable 
news 

"Hundreds died in an in¬ 
stant. Thousands more 
poured in to continue to 
fight for their brothers and 
sisters," Stewart said before 
the committee. 'They did 
their jobs with courage, 
grace, tenacity, humility. 
Eighteen years later, do 
yours." 

A pair of Republican sena¬ 
tors, Rand Paul of Kentucky 
and Mike Lee of Utah, vot¬ 
ed against the measure 
this month, preventing its 
adoption from being unan¬ 
imous 

Both cited the need to elim¬ 
inate unnecessary spend¬ 
ing and offset the measure 
with budget cuts. 


Trump did not dwell on that 
division when he signed 
the bill. The bill-signing 
prompted a round of ap¬ 
plause from first respond¬ 
ers in the Rose Garden as 
well asTrump's personal at¬ 
torney, Rudy Giuliani, who 
was mayor of New York 
City during the attacksand 
was widely praised for his 
leadership in the aftermath 
of the World Trade Center 
collapse. 

Trump, whose real estate 
holdings that day included 
some 20 buildings in Man¬ 
hattan, played up his own 
personal connection on 
Monday to the World Trade 
Centersite. 

"I was down there also, but 
I'm not considering myself 
a first responder," the presi¬ 
dent said. 

But a number of the presi¬ 
dent's recollections about 
his own personal experi¬ 
ences that day cannot be 
verified, including his claims 
that he sent construction 
crewsto help clearthe site, 
that he had "hundreds" of 
friends die at Ground Zero 
and that he witnessed tele¬ 
vision coverage of Muslims 
in the United States cheer¬ 
ing the destruction of the 
iconic skyscrapers. 

The ceremony was attend¬ 
ed by a handful of law¬ 
makers — all Republican 
— though a White House 
official, speaking on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity to share 
planning details, said that 
all members of Congress 
had been invited to the 
event. 

The invitations went out Fri¬ 
day and Saturday. 

But Rep. Carolyn Maloney, 
D-New York, who spon¬ 
sored the legislation in the 
House, said she "never re¬ 
ceived it. 

And I looked at all of my 
emails,"she told The Associ¬ 
ated Press 

Still, she said she was "just 
pleased that it was signed 
into law. It is a great day 
for America. It is above 
politic s'O 



President Donald THimp holds up the signed H.R. 1327 bill, an act ensuring that a victims' com¬ 
pensation fund related Id the Sept 11 attacks never luns out of money, in the Rose Garden ofthe 
VUhHe House, Monday, J uly 29, 2019, in Washington. 

Associated Press 
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Stakes rising for 2020 Dems ahead of 2nd presidential debate 



displays signs for the Democratic presidential debates in Detroit; 

Associated Press 


By SARA BURNETT 
Associated ness 
DETROIT(AP) — Democrats 
gathering in Detroit for a 
pivotal presidential debate 
will have to decide, once 
again, how to respond to 
President Donald Trump 
while presenting their own 
vision for the country. 
Candidates are sure to 
use the high-profile setting 
on Tuesday and Wednes¬ 
day to blast Trump's recent 
string of racist and incendi¬ 
ary tweets and comments, 
first about four congress- 
women and more recently 
about Baltimore, a racially 
diverse U.S. city that, like 
Detroit, has faced chal¬ 
lenges But they'll also be 
under pressure to provide 
specifics about how they 
would improve the lives of 
Americans by lowering the 
cost of health care or pro¬ 
tecting jobsata time when 
the economy is showing 
signs of sputtering. 

The second debate of the 
Democratic primary has 
higher stakes for a histori¬ 
cally large field of more 
than 20 candidates, 10 of 
whom will face off each 
night. For several candi¬ 
dates, the debates will like¬ 
ly offer a last chance to be 
considered a serious con- 
tenderforthe party's nomi¬ 
nation. Tougher rules set by 
the Democratic National 
Committee are expected 
to winnow the race. To 
qualifyforthe nextdebates 
in September, candidates 
must raise money from 
more donorsand hit higher 
polling thresholds — a bar 
more than half of the can¬ 
didates are at risk of miss¬ 
ing. 

"Everything's at stake," said 
Jill Alper, a Democratic 
strategist who has worked 
on seven presidential cam¬ 
paigns. She had simple and 
direct advice forthe White 
House hopefuls confront¬ 
ing questions about Trump: 


The marquee at the Fox theatre 
Monday, J uly 29, 2019. 


"protest and pivot" — and 
"pivot quickly" — to what 
they can offer American 
families 

the two leading progres¬ 
sives in the field, Sens. Ber- 
nie Sanders of Vermont 
and Elizabeth Warren of 
Massachusetts, will be at 
center stage on Tuesday. 
Warren's campaign has 
gained ground in recent 
weeks, partially at the ex¬ 
pense of Sanders the de¬ 
bate could offer a high- 
profile chance for Warren 
to prove to Sanders' sup¬ 
porters that she's worthy of 
their consideration, 
the night will also provide 
a contrast with more mod¬ 
erate candidates, such as 
South Bend, Indiana, May¬ 
or Pete Buttigieg, former 
Texas Rep. Beto O'Rourke 
and Minnesota Sen. Amy 
Klobuchar, poised to offer 
themselves as alternatives 
to the liberals 

Also on stage will be former 
Colorado Gov. John Hick- 
enlooper, who has repeat¬ 


edly said Sanders' brand of 
democratic socialismisbad 
forthe party and the coun¬ 
try, as well as Ohio Rep. 
tim Ryan, former Maryland 
Rep. John Delaney, author 
Marianne Williamson and 
Montana Gov. Steve Bull¬ 
ock, who joined the race 
after the other candidates 
and did not qualify for last 
month's debate in Miami. 
Wednesday will provide a 
rematch between former 
Vice President Joe Biden 
and California Sen. Kama la 
Ha rris, who wentafterBiden 
during the J une debate for 
not supporting federal bus 
ing orders as a means of 
desegregation when he 
wasin the U.S. Senate in the 
1970s, prefacing her com¬ 
ments by saying, "I do not 
believe you are a racist." 
Biden defended his record 
but appeared caught off 
guard by the exchange, a 
shaky response that could 
give voters pa use about his 
ability to go toe-to-toe with 
Trump on a debate stage 


or otherwise in a general 
election, said Michigan- 
based pollster Bemie Pom. 
"Biden needs to do better," 
he said. 

Several candidates have 
been putting out policy 
proposals ahead of the 
debate, likely as a way to 
getoutinfrontof riva Is' c riti- 
cism. 

Ha rris, who saysshe supports 
Sanders' planfor"Medicare 
for All,"released a proposal 
Monday thatstopped short 
of the proposal he and oth¬ 
er more liberal candidates 
are backing. She said she 
envisions a role for private 
insurers — which Sanders' 
plan does not — and she 
would slow the transition to 
10 yearsratherthan four. 
While Sanders won't be on 
stage with Harris, other ad- 
vocatesof the plan will be, 
and could take her to task 
for not going far enough. 
Biden's campaign, mean¬ 
while, attacked from an¬ 
other direction, saying that 
she has been inconsistent 


and that her plan would 
undo the Affordable Care 
Act approved under Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama and 
force a large tax increase 
on mid die-class families 
Warren on Monday rolled 
out a trade policy that 
would propose nine pre¬ 
conditions for U.S. trading 
partners to meet to par¬ 
ticipate in agreements, in¬ 
cluding an end to fossil-fuel 
subsidies She did not rule 
out tariffs, echoing some of 
the rhetoric Trump used in 
2016 as he wooed working- 
class voters in places like 
Michigan. 

Democratic strategist Ja¬ 
mal Simmons said the intra¬ 
mural fight among Demo¬ 
crats is necessary to get a 
battle-tested nominee who 
is ready to face Trump on 
all topics, including race. 
But he said it's important 
for Democrats not to let 
the president off the hook 
for his racial rhetoric and 
policies, noting, 'The Trump 
factor is always present." 
He said Trump's latest com¬ 
ments blasting Democratic 
Rep. Elijah Cummings and 
his Baltimore-area district 
underscore voters' unease 
with Trump in the White 
House. 

"People argue over wheth¬ 
er we are beating up the 
ultimate nominee, but if we 
don't, Trump will," Simmons 
said. 

"People are testing each 
other. How you stand up 
under pressure is part of 
what the judgment is of 
who's the best candidate." 
The Trump campaign and 
Michigan Republicans 
also were readying forthe 
2020 election, meeting in 
Lansing for what they said 
was part of a nationwide 
effort to train thousands of 
volunteers Michigan GOP 
Chairwoman Laura Cox 
said they were starting ear¬ 
lier than in past election 
cyclesQ 
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FYiests accused of sex abuse turned Id under-the-radar group 



Father Eduard Fenone reads under an umbrella in Warren, Mic h., Friday, J une 7, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By MARTHA MENDOZA, J ll- 
LI ET UNDEPMAN and GA- 
RANCE BURKE 
Associated FYess 
DRYDEN, Mich. (AP) — The 
visiting priests arrived dis¬ 
creetly, day and night. 
Stripped of their collars and 
cassocks, they went unno¬ 
ticed in a series of tiny Mid¬ 
western townsasthey were 
escorted into dingy ware¬ 
houses and offices. Neigh¬ 
bors had no idea some of 
them might have been ac¬ 
cused sexual predators. 

For nearly two decades, 
a small nonprofit group 
called Opus Bono Sacer- 
dotii has operated out of 
unmarked buildings in rural 
Michigan, providing mon¬ 
ey, shelter, transport, legal 
help and other support to 
hundreds, perhaps thou¬ 
sands, of Catholic priests 
accused of sexual abuse. 
And while powerful clerics 
have publicly pledged to 
hold the church account¬ 
able for the crimes of its 
clergy and help survivors 
heal, some of them ar¬ 
ranged meetings, offered 
blessings or quietly sent 
checks to this organization 
that backed the abusers, 
The Associated Press has 
found. 

Catholic leaders say the 
church has no official re¬ 


lationship with the group. 
But Opus Bono successfully 
forged networks within the 
church hierarchy. 

The Associated Pressunrav- 
eled the continuing story 
of Opus Bono in dozens of 
interviewswith experts, law¬ 
yers, clergy members and 
former employees, along 
with hundreds of pages 
of documents obtained 
through Freedom of Infor¬ 
mation requests. 

In recent months, two of 
the group's founders, Joe 
Maher and Peter Ferrara, 


were forced out after Mich¬ 
igan's attorney general 
found Opus Bono had mis¬ 
used donated funds and 
misled contributors. A third 
co-founder, Father Eduard 
Perrone, was abruptly re¬ 
moved from ministry earlier 
this month after the AP be¬ 
gan asking about an alle¬ 
gation that he had sexually 
abused a child decades 
ago. Perrone denies the 
allegation. Over the years, 
Opus Bono brought on as 
employees or advisers at 
least three clergymen ac¬ 


cused of sexual abuse, and 
offered sympathizers a tax- 
deductible, anonymous 
method of sending money 
to specific accused priests. 
When serial pedophile Ja¬ 
son Sigler, a former priest, 
was sent to jail for abus¬ 
ing dozens of minors, Opus 
Bono was there for him, 
with regular visits and com¬ 
missary cash, said a former 
employee. When another 
priest, Gregory Ingels, was 
criminally charged with 
abusing a teen, Opus Bono 
made him a legal adviser. 


"The group'scurrentand for¬ 
mer leadership did not re¬ 
spond to questionsfromthe 
AP. In 2003, the fledgling 
group won backing from in¬ 
fluential Roman Catholics, 
including Father Richard 
John Neuhaus, the editor 
of a conservative Catholic 
journal who served as an 
unofficial adviser to Presi¬ 
dent George W. Bush, and 
Cardinal Avery Dulles, the 
son of a former U.S. Secre¬ 
tary of State. Dulles was a 
preeminent conservative 
Catholic theologian. 
Mahermetwith Vatican of¬ 
ficials in Ro me, a nd had vis¬ 
its from them in his group's 
Michigan offices 
Still, since 2002, Opus Bono 
has played a little-known 
role among conservative 
Catholic groups that por¬ 
tray the abuse scandal as 
a media and legal feeding 
frenzy. "These groups con¬ 
tend the scandal maligns 
the priesthood and harms 
the Catholic faith. 

Opus Bono established it¬ 
self as a counterpoint to 
the Survivors Network of 
those Abused by Priests 
and othergroupsthathave 
accused the church of try¬ 
ing to coverup the scandal 
and failing to support vic¬ 
tims of clergy misconduct. 
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Last slave ship: Alabama 
files federal claim of owneiship 



This Jan. 2, 2018, file photo shows the remains of a ship that 
could be the Clotilda, the last slave ship documented to have 
delivered captive Afiicansto the United States. 

Associated Press 


MONTGOMERY, Ala. (AP) 

— Alabama hasfiled a fed¬ 
eral court claim to owner¬ 
ship of the wreckage of 
the last ship known to bring 
enslaved people from Af¬ 
rica to the U.S., a move the 
archaeologist who helped 
find the ship sayswill bolster 
protection of the site. 

"The so-called admiralty 
claim presented by Ala¬ 
bama in federal court 
asks a judge to declare 
the state the true owner 
of the Clotilda, which was 
discovered earlier this year 
in state waters. "The claim, 
which was filed Friday, also 
seeks to ensure that the Al¬ 
abama Historical Commis¬ 
sion has the exclusive right 
to the site. "The historical 


commission said in a state¬ 
ment that the action is an 
attempt to prevent salvag¬ 
ers from disturbing the ship 
or taking artifacts from it. 

JamesDelgado,a maritime 
archaeologist who helped 
lead the team that found 
and verified the wreck as 
that of the Clotilda, said 
Monday that the state is 
taking appropriate action 
and called the court step 
"anothertool in the historic 
preservation toolbox." 

'This wreck is nationally im¬ 
portant, forthe events that 
took place on it and for its 
association with the very 
long and terrible trade in 
human lives,"Delgado said. 
Decades after the United 
States banned the importa¬ 


tion of slaves, an Alabama 
plantation owner made 
a wager that he could 
bring a shipload of people 
from Africa to the United 
States. In 1860, the Clotilda 
smuggled more than 100 
enslaved people to the 
U.S. "The ship was then tak¬ 
en into delta waters and 
burned to avoid detection. 
"The captives were freed 
after the Civil War. Unable 
to return to Africa, they set¬ 
tled a community that's still 
called Africatown. 

Earlier this year, a research 
team announced the dis¬ 
covery of the remnants of 
the Clotilda along the banks 
of the Mobile River. "The Al¬ 
abama Historical Commis¬ 
sion had worked with the 


National Geographic Soci¬ 
ety a nd Sea rc h, Inc. to find 
and identify the wreckage. 
'We are charged with en¬ 
suring this tremendously 
important archaeological 
find is preserved and pro¬ 
tected for Africatown and 


our nation. It carries a story 
and an obligation to meet 
every opportunity to plan 
for its safeguarding," said a 
recent statement by Lisa D. 
Jones, executive director 
of the Alabama Historical 
CommissionO 
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Big question in opioid suits Howto divide any settlement 



This Sept 17,2015, file photo shows a sign baiting smoking atthe state Capitol in Oklahoma C Hy. 

Associated Press 


By GEOFFMULVIHILL 
Associated ness 

The roughly 2,000 state and 
local governments suing 
the drug industry over the 
deadly opioid crisis have 
yet to see any verdicts or 
reach any big national 
settlements but a re already 
tussling with each other 
over how to divide any 
money they collect. 

The reason: Some of them 
want to avoid what hap¬ 
pened 20 years ago, when 
states agreed to a giant 
settlement with the tobac¬ 
co industry and used most 
ofthe cash on projects that 
had little to do with smok¬ 
ing's to II. 

"If we don't use dollars re¬ 
covered from these opioid 
lawsuits to end the opioid 
epidemic, shame on us," 
Kentucky Attorney General 
Andy Beshearsaid. 
Overdoses from opioids, 
which include prescrip¬ 
tion painkillers and illegal 
drugs like heroin, have sur¬ 
passed automobile crashes 
in recent years as the big¬ 
gest cause of accidental 
deaths in the U.S., account¬ 
ing forthe loss of more than 
400,000 lives since 2000. 

An Associated Pressanaly- 
sis found that by 2011 and 
2012, the industry was ship¬ 
ping enough prescription 
opioids to give every man, 
woman and child in the 
U.S. nearly a 20-day supply 


ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) — New 

York'sgovemorsigned a bill 
Monday that softens pen¬ 
alties for possessing small 
amounts of marijuana and 
allows for the expunge¬ 
ment of some past offens¬ 
es 

Ihe law changes an un¬ 
lawful possession of mari¬ 
juana statute into a viola¬ 
tion that's similar to a traffic 
ticket, instead of a criminal 
charge. 

Under the new law, the 
maximum penalty is $50 
forpossessing lessthanone 
ounce of pot and a maxi¬ 
mum of $200 for between 
one and two ounces 


each year. 

In their lawsuits, the gov¬ 
ernments contend the 
brand-name manufac¬ 
turers fraudulently down¬ 
played the addiction risks 
of the powerful painkillers 
while encouraging doctors 
to prescribe their patients 
more drugs and at higher 
doses They also argue 
that drug makers and dis¬ 
tributors failed to stop sus¬ 
piciously large shipments. 
The defend ants dispute the 
allegations. 

In the late 1990s, attorneys 
general for all 50 states 
reached colossal settle- 


The law also requires that 
records tied to low-level 
marijuana cases be au¬ 
tomatically sealed and 
creates a process for ex¬ 
pungement. It will take ef¬ 
fect in 30 days 
"Communities of color 
have been disproportion¬ 
ately impacted by laws 
governing marijuana forfar 
too long, and today we are 
ending this injustice once 
and for all," Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo said in a state¬ 
ment. People can still face 
probation violations and 
immigration consequences 
underthe decriminalization 
bill, George said.Q 


ments under which tobac¬ 
co companies would pay 
them forever. A tally by the 
Campaign for Tobacco- 
Free Kidsfound states have 
received more than $161 
billion so far. 

But so me of the mo ney ha s 
gone toward such thingsas 
roads, bridges or teacher 
pensions. Some ofthe mon¬ 
ey went into states'general 
fund accounts, available 
forall sortsof uses. 

"Most states have used 
their settlement recover¬ 
ies, which are massive, for 
everything but the prob¬ 
lem that gave rise to the 
litigation,"said Doug Blake, 
a former Minnesota assis¬ 
tant attorney general who 
worked on the state's to¬ 
bacco settlement. 

The anti-smoking group 
says that for the fiscal 
year that ended in June, 
states took in $27.3 billion 
from the settlements and 
from tobacco taxes and 
spent just 2.4% of that on 
kick-the-habit and smok¬ 
ing-prevention programs 
The group also found that 
states spend, on average, 
less than one-fifth of what 
the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
recommendson anti-smok- 
ing programs 

In the opioid litigation, 
p la intiffs wa nt to ma ke su re 
the money goes toward 
treating addiction and pre¬ 
venting drug abuse. Some 
also want to be reimbursed 
for extra taxpayer costs as 


sociated with the epidem¬ 
ic, such as rising expenses 
for jails and mental health 
services, more ambulance 
runs and police calls, and 
more children of addicts 
placed in the care of the 
child-welfare system. 

There have been disputes 
within states over who 
should allocate money 
from opioid-re la ted settle¬ 
ments. In Oklahoma, law¬ 
makers objected earlierthis 
year when the state attor¬ 
ney general struck a deal 
with Purdue Pharma that 
allocated much of a $270 
million settlement to a cen¬ 
ter for treatment and re¬ 
search. The lawmakers said 
they should be the ones to 
make those decisions. Law¬ 
makers in West Virginia are 
asking the attorney genera I 
there to let them allocate 
the $37 million settlement 
with the drug distributor 
McKesson. 

Close to 2,000 local govern¬ 
ments have made claims 
against the drug industry. 
While the states' lawsuits 
are in state court, most of 
the city and county claims 
are in federal court, where 
they have been consoli¬ 
dated under one Cleve¬ 
land-based judge who is 
pushing fora settlement. 
Joe Rice, an architect of 
the tobacco settlement 
and one ofthe lead lawyers 
in the opioid cases, with cli¬ 
ents including both local 
governments and states, 
said local governments a re 


suing partly because they 
think they can do a better 
job with the money than 
statesdid with the tobacco 
funds. Rice noted the opi¬ 
oid crisis hasrun up costs for 
local governments in ways 
cigarettes did not. 

New Jersey's Camden 
County, for instance, start¬ 
ed allocating extra mon¬ 
ey for its Office of Mental 
Health and Addiction to 
deal with problem back 
in 2015. That first year, the 
county of a half-million 
people just outside Phila¬ 
delphia kicked in $150,000. 
This year, it is up to $600,000. 
The sum does not include 
other crisis-related costs 
sprinkled throughout the 
county budget: $156,000 
for opioid treatment for 
jail inmates, cleaning up 
"needle parks"and holding 
an annual recovery softball 
game. 

In the event of a nation¬ 
wide settlement, Rice and 
other lawyers represent¬ 
ing local governments 
have proposed a plan that 
would set in advance how 
much county and local 
governments would get, 
based on the amount of 
drugs shipped there, the 
overdose deaths and the 
number of people addict¬ 
ed. 

In the case of a $1 billion 
national settlement, for in¬ 
stance, Camden County 
would get $1.3 million, and 
the communities in the 
county would share an ad¬ 
ditional $900,000. 

But many attorneys gen¬ 
eral have asked U.S. Dis¬ 
trict Judge Dan Polster 
not to approve the plan. 
Thirty-eight warned in a fil¬ 
ing this month that the pro¬ 
cess "would make 'global 
peace' more, not less, dif¬ 
ficult to achieve." 

The states a Iso worry about 
the wisdom of splitting set¬ 
tlement funds with local 
governments. 

"Doling out small buckets 
of funds without regard to 
how the funds should be 
spent is the opposite of a 
'coordinated' response, 
which would balance 
statewide efforts — such 
as public education cam¬ 
paigns— with any local ef¬ 
forts,"the attorneys genera I 
wroteO 


New Yoik reduces 
penalties for marijuana 
possession 
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Attorney: Hunger-striking 
immigrants forced to hydrate 



In this Sept 13, 2018 file image from video provided by VJC VB in 
Boston, flames consume the roof of a home following an explo¬ 
sion in Lawrence, Mass. 

Associated Press 

Lawsuits stemming 
from gas explosions 
settled for $143M 


In this J une 2018 file photo, protesters walk along Montana Av¬ 
enue outside the □ Paso Processing Center in □ Paso, Texas. 

Associated Press 


LAWRENCE, Mass. (AP) — A 

series of class action law¬ 
suits stemming from the 
natural gas explosions in 
Massachusetts have been 
settled for $143 million, the 
utility blamed for the di¬ 
saster and lawyers for the 
plaintiffs announced Mon¬ 
day. 

The settlement is subject to 
the approval of a judge, 
according to Columbia 
Gas of Massachusetts, and 
its pa rent, NiSource Inc. 
'Today marks another im¬ 
portant step forward, aswe 
continue to fulfill our com¬ 
mitment to residents and 
businesses," NiSource Presi¬ 
dent] oe Hamrocksaid in a 
statement. 

The explosions and fires 
in the Merrimack Valley 
communities of Lawrence, 
Andover and North Ando¬ 
ver on Sept. 13 killed one 
person, injured about 25 
others, and damaged or 
destroyed more than 100 
buildings. Many people 
were forced into tempo¬ 
rary shelter, and thousands 


of homes and businesses 
went without natural gas 
service forweeksand even 
months during the winter. 
"Familiessuffered formonths 
in the gripping cold. Busi¬ 
nesses shuttered, and lives 
were upended," Elizabeth 
Graham, co-lead attorney 
for the plaintiffs, said in a 
statement. 'To this day, the 
people most impacted by 
the explosions are not fully 
back on their feet, but we 
believe this settlement is 
the quickest and most just 
method to ensure that resi¬ 
dents and businesses are 
made whole again." The 
explosions were blamed 
on an overpressurization of 
gas transmission lines dur¬ 
ing routine replacement. 
The National Transportation 
Safety Board is continuing 
its investigation. 

The agreement an¬ 
nounced Monday is sepa¬ 
rate from an $80 million 
settlement reached in May 
with the three communities 
to address infrastructure 
damage.Q 


By CEDAR ATTANASIO, GA- 
RANCE BURKE and MARTHA 
MENDOZA 
Associated Press 
EL PASO, Texas (AP) 

Tli re e Indian nationals seek¬ 
ing asylum in the U.S. have 
been forced to receive IV 
drips at a U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement 
facility in Texas as they ap¬ 
proach theirthird weekofa 
hunger strike, according to 
their attomey.Lawyers and 
activistswho spoke with the 
men fear that force-feed¬ 
ing may be next. 

The U.S. Depa rtment of J us 
tice filed orders with feder¬ 
al judges last weekthat re¬ 
late to non-consensual hy¬ 
dration or feeding for four 
men, according to a court 
official. Unda Corchado, 
the lawyer for three of the 
four men named in the 
court orders, said the fourth 
man is also Indian and is 
represented by another 
attorney. It's unclear if that 
man was a Iso forced to a c- 
ceptan IV. 

The men have been locked 
up for months — one for 
more than a year — and 
they a re trying to appeal or 
reopen asylum claims that 
were denied, according to 
Corchado. As of Sunday, 
they had gone 20 days 
without food, she said. 

"My clients made the de¬ 
cision to begin a hunger 
strike to protest prolonged 
detention and what they 
believe were biased and 
discriminatory practices by 
the immigration court to¬ 
ward their cases," Corcha¬ 
do said. ICE confirmed 
that there were detainee 
hunger strikes at its facilities 
in El Paso and Otero, New 


Mexico, late last week, but 
it would not comment on 
the claims of forced hydra¬ 
tion orforce-feeding. 

"All ten ICE detainees have 
missed at least nine con¬ 
secutive meals, triggering 
ICE hunger-strike proto¬ 
cols," agency spokesman 
Timothy Oberie said in a 
statement. 'The ICE Health 
Services Corps (IHSC) is 
medically monitoring the 
detainees' health and reg¬ 
ularly updating ICE of their 
medical status. Efforts are 
being taken to protect the 
detainees' health and pri¬ 
vacy." 

One of the hunger strik¬ 
ers in Otero was deported 
to India eight days into his 
hunger strike, according 
to Corchado. ICE does not 
confirm deportations. 
Corchado said her three 
clients stopped eating 
while they were at the 
Otero immigration deten¬ 
tion facility to protest their 
prolonged detention. Af¬ 
ter more than a week of 


hunger striking, they were 
transferred to the El Paso 
Processing Center, which is 
about 30 miles (50 kilome¬ 
ters) south of Otero, in West 
Texas 

One of the men told the 
AP on Tuesday that he 
overheard medical staff 
say they were being trans 
ferred to El Paso for force- 
feeding. 

On Thursday, Corchado 
met with her clients, who 
showed her IV equipment 
and needle pricks in their 
a ms She said they told her 
that medical staff showed 
them documents that they 
said were court orders for 
IV drips, but didn't give 
them copies. When the im¬ 
migrants refused a protein- 
filled drink that would have 
effectively ended their 
hunger strikes, the medical 
staff started the IVs against 
their will. 

ICE did not immediately 
reply to a request for com¬ 
ment Sunday regarding the 
forced hydration.Q 






TUESDAY 30 JULY 


EWORLD NEWS 



J ohnson presses EU Id give way amid no-deal Biexit warnings 



Sc otland'sRist Minister Nicola Sturgeon, right; shakes hands with Britain's Prime Minister Boris J ohn¬ 
son, outside Bute House, ahead of their meeting, in Edinbuigh, Scotland, Monday J uly 29,2019. 

Associated Press 


By j ILL LAWLESS 
DANICA K1RKA 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Prime Min¬ 
ister Boris J ohnson pushed 
Britain closer to a no-deal 
exit from the European 
Union on Monday, insisting 
he will not hold Brexit talks 
with EU leaders unless the 
bloc lifts its refusal to re¬ 
open the existing divorce 
deal. 

Johnson is trying to pres¬ 
sure the EU to give ground 
by intensifying preparations 
forthe U.K. to leave in three 
months without a with¬ 
drawal agreement. 

But the pound fell to a two- 
yearlow asbusinessgroups 
warned that neither Britain 
nor the EU is ready for a 
no-deal Brexit, and that no 
a mount of preparation can 
eliminate the economic 
damage if Britain crashes 
out of the 28-nation trading 
bloc without agreement on 
the terms. 

Johnson became prime 
minister last week after 
winning a Conservative 
Party leadership contest by 
promising the strongly pro- 
Brexit party membership 
that the U.K. will leave the 
EU on the scheduled date 
of Oct. 31, with or without a 
divorce deal. 

The EU struck a withdrawal 
agreement with Johnson's 
predecessor, Theresa May, 
but it was rejected three 
timesby Brita in'sPa rlia ment. 
Johnson is insisting the bloc 


make major changes to 
May's spumed deal, includ¬ 
ing scrapping an insurance 
policy for the Irish border 
that has been rejected by 
U.K. lawmakers. 

'The withdrawal agree¬ 
ment is dead, it's got to 
go,"Johnson said Monday 
as he visited a submarine 
base in Scotland. "Butthere 
is scope to do a new deal." 
He said he was "very con¬ 
fident" of getting a new 
agreement, even though 
Britain isdue to leave the EU 
in less than 100 days, and 
the EU insists it won't reopen 


negotiations or remove the 
border "backstop." 

J ohnson hasspoken to sev¬ 
eral EU leaders by phone 
since he took office but has 
no meetings scheduled. His 
spokeswoman, Alison Don¬ 
nelly, said he would not 
agree to negotiations un¬ 
less the bloc lifts its refusal 
to change the withdrawal 
agreement. 

"He remains confident that 
the EU will stop claiming 
that the withdrawal agree¬ 
ment can't be changed," 
she said. 

If they don't, she added, 


"we must assume there will 
be no deal on the 31st of 
October." 

Before he tookoffice,J ohn¬ 
son said the odds of Britain 
leaving the EU without a 
deal were a million to one. 
At one point Monday, the 
pound had fallen by nearly 
1.5%to trade at $1.2214, its 
lowest level since March 
2017. The pound's woes il¬ 
lustrate concerns in the 
markets over a no-deal 
Brexit. Econo mists warn that 
leaving the bloc without an 
agreement on terms would 
disrupt trade by imposing 


Its offic ial: UK broke temperature 
record during heatwave 



People flock to Broadstairs beach in Kent; England, Thursday 
July 25, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Britain has 
officially had its hottest day 
on record. 

Weather agency the Met 
Office says the tempera¬ 
ture reached 38.7 C (101.7 
F) at Cambridge University 
Botanic Garden in eastern 
England during last week's 
heatwave. 

The temperature was re¬ 
corded Thursday and con¬ 
firmed Monday after"qual- 
ity control and analysis" by 
the Met Office. 

The previous U.K. record 
was 38.5 C (101.3 F), set in 


August 2003. 

Temperature records fell 
across Europe last week as 
a suffocating heat wave 
swept up from the Sahara. 
Met office climate scien¬ 
tist Mark McCarthy said 
climate change was mak¬ 
ing extreme temperatures 
more common. 

He said "climate change 
has increased the likeli¬ 
hood and severity of heat¬ 
wave episodes across Eu¬ 
rope, which will have also 
increased the risks of a 40 
Celsius temperature event 
in the U.K.'Q 


tariffs and customs checks 
between Britain and the 
bloc. The British govern¬ 
ment's financial watchdog 
says that could send the 
value of the pound plum¬ 
meting further and push 
the U.K. into recession. 

The Confederation of British 
Industry, the country's big¬ 
gest business lobby group, 
urged both Britain and the 
EU to accelerate Brexit 
preparations. It made 200 
recommendations, includ¬ 
ing new laws, new IT sys¬ 
tems and agreements to 
temporarily maintain some 
common regulations 
But it said 'the unprec¬ 
edented nature of Brexit 
means some aspects can¬ 
not be mitigated." 

"It's like putting sandbags 
down for a flood. Your 
kitchen's still going to be 
underwater but maybe we 
can save the bedrooms 
upstairs," said the group's 
head of EU negotiations, 
Nicole Sykes 

Another warning came 
from French automaker 
PSA, which said it could 
move production of its 
Vauxhall Astra model out 
of Britain if Brexit makes it 
unprofitable. Chief execu¬ 
tive Carlos Tavares told 
the Financial Times that 
would mean closing Vaux- 
haM's Ellesmere Port plant 
in Wales, which employs 
1,000 people. 

Johnson, contradicting the 
opinion of most experts, 
has said leaving without a 
divorce deal will be "van¬ 
ishingly inexpensive" if Brit¬ 
ain is properly prepared. 

He says he will "turbo- 
charge"plansfora no-deal 
Brexit — including beefed- 
up border measures and a 
multimillion-pound informa¬ 
tion campaign for individu¬ 
als and businesses — and 
has set up a bodies includ¬ 
ing a high-level Cabinet 
"e xit st ra te g y c o m m itte e" to 
oversee preparations. 
However, he faces strong 
resistance from Parliament, 
which has consistently op¬ 
posed a no-deal Brexit. 
Beyond Brexit, J ohnson has 
made ambitious domestic 
policy promises, including 
more moneyforpolice and 
schools, and major infra¬ 
structure projects including 
high-speed trains.Q 
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5 Bed - 5 Bath in Esmeralda 
Swimming pool. Full Fenced 
land: 750 m 2 / 8073 Fl 2 
Home: almost 300m 2 / 3229 Ft 2 

Afl 1.050.000 $ 590,000 


Hundreds of refugees protest outside Australian Rail-ament 



Protestors hold up a placard and a symbolic coffin during a ref¬ 
ugee protest at Ffe ilia merit House in Canbena, Australia, Mon¬ 
day, J uly 29, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By ROD McGUIRK 
Associated Press 
CANBERRA, Australia (AP) 

— Hundreds of protesters 
rallied outside Australia's 
Parliament House on Mon¬ 
day, saying they wanted 
to highlight the uncertain 
futures of many refugees 
since the government re¬ 
placed permanent protec¬ 
tion visas with temporary 
visas 

Ihe protesters were from 
Iraq, Iran, Sri Lanka, Sudan, 
Somalia and included Ro- 
hingya Muslims from Myan¬ 
mar. Most were in Aus¬ 
tralia on three-year visas 
or five-year visas that are 
available to refugees who 
agree to live outside the 


major cities 

Such refugees lose their vi¬ 
sas if they to return to their 
homelandsto visit family. 
'The circumstances of the 
temporary visas are oner¬ 
ous as well as a bureau¬ 
cratic nightmare," Refugee 
Action Coalition spokes¬ 
man Ian Rintoul said. "Peo¬ 
ple are effectively in limbo 
in that are indefinitely sep¬ 
arated from partners and 
from children as well as 
brothers and sisters" 

The temporary visas were 
introduced when the con¬ 
servative government was 
first elected in 2013 as a 
way of deterring asylum 
seekers who come to Aus¬ 
tralia by boat. Refugees 


who do not arrive by boat 
are entitled to permanent 
protection visas. 

Some asylum seekers who 
arrived by boatasfarback 
as 2012 were only allowed 


to apply for refugee visas 
lastyear, Rintoul said. 

When visas expired, some 
were not renewed in cases 
where the government de¬ 
cided that conditions the 


refugees had fled in their 
homelands had improved. 
Refugeeswho were refused 
visa extensions included Sri 
Lankans and some Iraqis, 
Rintoul said. 

Chanting "eight years is 
too long" and 'justice for 
refugees," most of the 1,000 
protesters had driven 650 
kilometers (400 miles) from 
the city of Melbourne to 
demonstrate, Rintoul said. 
They carried a fake coffin 
draped in an Australian flag 
that they said represented 
huma n rig hts in Austra lia. 
Heydar Aftahi, an Iranian 
Kurd, sa id he a rrived in Aus¬ 
tra lia by boat in 2010 and 
had his permanent residen¬ 
cy visa cancelled in MayO 


Boy, 8, dies in Geimany after being pushed onto train trac ks 


FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) 

— An 8-year-old boy was 
run over by a train and 
killed at Frankfurt's main 
station on Monday after a 
man pushed him and his 
mother onto the tracks, 
German police said. 

The mother and then the 
boy were pushed onto the 
tracks as a high-speed ICE 
train was pulling into the 
station, one of Germany's 
busiest. "The mother was 
able to escape but the boy 
was hit and run overby the 
train and suffered fatal in¬ 
juries. "The suspect then ap¬ 


parently tried unsuccess¬ 
fully to push another person 
onto the track, police said. 
The 40-year-old suspect 
fled the scene with passers- 
by in pursuit and was ar¬ 
rested near the station. He 
was being questioned and 
there was no immediate 
information on his possible 
motive. Police spokeswom¬ 
an Isa bell Neumann said 
there appeared to be no 
connection between the 
suspect and the victims. 

The boy'smotherwastaken 
to a hospital and also was 
being questioned. There 


was no immediate informa¬ 
tion on her injuries Police 
said that the suspect is an 
Eritrean citizen but did not 
immediately release further 
information. Interior Minis 
ter Horst Seehofer issued 
a statement condemning 
'this appalling act in the 
strongest terms" and cau¬ 
tioning against drawing 
conclusions before more is 
known. Seehofer said that 
in view of "several serious 
crimes" recently, he would 
interrupt his vacation and 
meet the heads of security 
authoritiesTuesday.Q 



firefighters and Police officers stay next to an ICE highspeed 
train at the main station in fiankfiirt; Germany, Monday, J uly 
29, 2019. 

Associated Ftess 
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Death toll in attack at Alghan political office rises to 20 



Afghan security forces stand guard atthe site of Sunday's attack in Kabul, Afghanistan, Monday, 
July 29, 2019. 

Associated Press 


KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) 

— The death toll from an 
attack against the Kabul 
office of the Afghan presi¬ 
dent's running mate and 
former chief of the intelli¬ 
gence service climbed to 
at least 20 people on Mon¬ 
day, an officiaI said. 

Around 50 other people 
were wounded in Sunday's 
attack against the Green 
Trend party headquarters, 
which lasted hours and 
included a gunbattle be¬ 
tween security forces and 
the attackers, who were 
holed up inside the build¬ 
ing, according to Interior 
Ministry spokesman Nasrat 
Rahimi. 

Several gunmen were killed 
by the security forces, Ra¬ 
himi said. 

"The attackers' potential 
target, vice presidential 
candidate and former 
intelligence chief Amrul- 
lah Saleh, was "evacuat¬ 
ed from the building and 
moved to a safe location," 
Rahimi said. Some 85 other 
civilians were also rescued 
from inside. 


No one immediately 
claimed responsibility for 
the attack, but both the 
Taliban and the Islamic 
State group are active in 
the capital and have car¬ 
ried out large-scale attacks 


in Kabul in the past. 

The Taliban, who effectively 
control half the country at 
this point, have also been 
staging near-daily attacks 
across Afghanistan even 
as they hold talks with the 


U.S. about a peaceful reso¬ 
lution to the 18-year war, 
America's longest conflict. 
Ihe insurgents however, re¬ 
fuse to directly negotiate 
with the government, con¬ 
sidering it a U.S. puppet. 


Sunday marked the first 
day of the Afghan presi¬ 
dential campaign, with a 
vote scheduled forthe end 
of September. 

After the attack, President 
Ashraf Ghani tweeted that 
Saleh was unharmed dur¬ 
ing the "complex attack" 
targeting the Green Trend 
office. 

Saleh founded the Green 
Trend after he was sacked 
as intelligence chief in 2010 
by former President Hamid 
Karzai. "Though a relative 
newcomer on the Afghan 
political scene, its focus has 
been democracy and re¬ 
form while fiercely oppos¬ 
ing the Taliban and their 
extremist ideology. 

Ferclous Faramarz, the 
spokesman for Kabul's po¬ 
lice chief, said the attack 
started with a suicide car 
bombing, after which oth¬ 
er attackers entered the 
building and started shoot¬ 
ing at security forces 
"The explosion from the initial 
bombing was large enough 
to be heard throughout the 
capita I.Q 


Right-wing alliance, Arab bloc formed ahead of Israeli vote 


J ERUSALEM (AP) — A group 
of religious nationalist par¬ 
ties in Israel announced 
Monday that they would 
run together in the upcom¬ 
ing parliamentary elec¬ 
tions, the same day four 
Arab political parties for¬ 
malized a merger of their 
own. 

"The United Right, headed 
by former J ustice Minister 
Ayelet Shaked, is the third 
political alliance formed 
in recent days ahead of 
this week's deadline to fi¬ 
nalize party lineups for the 
September 17 vote. It is ex¬ 
pected to back Prime Min¬ 
ister Benjamin Netanyahu 
should he be tasked with 
forming a government, po¬ 
tentially helping him to se¬ 
cure a fourth consecutive 
term in office. 

Israel faces an unprec¬ 
edented repeat election 
in September after Netan¬ 
yahu failed to form a ma¬ 
jority coalition government 
following a vote in April. 

Last week, former Prime 
Minister Ehud Barak and 
the left-wing Meretz party 



In this March 17, 2015 file photo, Ayman Odeh, head of the Joint List an alliance of four small 
Arab-backed parties accompanied by his family, casts his ballot in Haifa, Israel. 

Associated Press 


joined to form the Demo¬ 
cratic Union. "They hope to 
oust Netanyahu, who be¬ 
came Israel's longest-serv¬ 
ing prime minister earlier 


this month. 

Shaked, who assumed the 
leadership of herNew Right 
party last week, will also 
head the newly formed 


United Right, a constella¬ 
tion of religious nationalist 
parties. 

"Weeks of efforts bore fruit 
today. We united right 


wing parties for a joint run," 
Shaked wrote on Twitter. 
Her New Right party failed 
to gamer sufficient votes to 
enter the Knesset, Israel's 
parliament, in April's elec¬ 
tions. "The right-wing bloc 
was announced a day af- 
terthe Palestinian national¬ 
ist Ba lad party said it would 
join a reunited Joint Ust of 
Arab parties, months after 
infighting fragmented the 
political alliance, in order 
to "increase Arab represen¬ 
tation in parliament." 
Ayman Odeh, head of the 
Hadash party, said Monday 
that now that the parties 
have reunited, they can 
address the "great chal¬ 
lenge" facing the country's 
Arab minority. 

Israel's Arab population 
mainly consists of Palestin¬ 
ians who remained in Israel 
after its creation in 1948 
and their descendants, 
and makes up around 
a fifth of Israel's popula¬ 
tion. "They largely identify 
with the Palestinians and 
have long complained of 
discrimination^ 
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J a pan-Korea trade spatto intensify with new expoit limits 


By MARI YAMAGUCHI 
ELAINE KURIENBACH 
Associated ness 
TOKYO (AP) — Antago¬ 
nisms between South Ko¬ 
rea and J a pan are already 
at the boiling point. Ihey're 
bound to deepen with To¬ 
kyo's plan to expand con¬ 
trols over exports of sensi¬ 
tive materials by dropping 
its neighborfrom a list of 27 
countries granted prefer¬ 
ential trade status. 

Ihe decision, expected 
soon, will ripple across the 
high-tech sector, further 
shaking up supply chains 
already rattled by trade 
tensions between the U.S. 
and China. 

As of July 4, Japanese 
companies need case-by- 
case approvals to export 
to South Korea three mate¬ 
ria Is used to make semicon¬ 
ductors and displays used 
in smartphones and other 
high-tech devices. 

With the loss of South Ko¬ 
rea's so-called "white coun¬ 
try" status, that requirement 
will apply to dozens more 
products on a list of items 
that potentially could be 
converted to weapons, 
according to a Japanese 
trade ministry document. 
That's in addition to more 
than 200 other items requir¬ 
ing individual inspection for 
exports to all countries. 
Japan's trade ministry says 
Seoul has undermined a 
"relationship of trust," in¬ 
cluding export controls, 
with lax controls on re¬ 
exports to other countries. 
South Korea deniesthat, as 
meanwhile tensions have 
risen with some South Kore¬ 
ans calling for boycotts of 
J apanese products 
Asa "public comment" pe¬ 



ln thisj uly 24, 2019, file photo. South Korea's Minister of Trade, Industry and Eneigy Sung Yun-mo 
speaks during a press conference on J a pan's trade resbictionsagainstSouth Korea atthe govern¬ 
ment complex in Seoul, South Korea. 

Associated Ftess 


riod ended Wednesday, 
Japan's trade minister Hi¬ 
roshige Seko said Japan 
plansto go ahead and strip 
South Korea of its preferred 
status for export licensing. 
He said Seoul had failed 
to provide a convincing 
explanation to addressja- 
pan's doubts that South 
Korean export controls are 
strict enough to prevent 
sensitive materia Is from po¬ 
tentially being misused. 
Officials are studying opin¬ 
ions submitted to the gov¬ 
ernment, but that's largely 
a formality. 

Chief Cabinet Secretary 
Yoshihide Suga has not 
confirmed reportsthe Cab¬ 
inet will approve the plan 
as early as Aug. 2. If it does, 
the new rules would take 
effect on Aug. 23, forcing 
exporters to get licenses to 


sell a huge array of prod¬ 
ucts ranging from alloys of 
aluminum to freeze dryers 
and vacuum pumps 
Approvals of such exports 
could take up to 90 days, 
slowing but not halting ship¬ 
ments. But ending South 
Korea's "white country" sta¬ 
tus would also meanj a pan 
could limit exports of any 
product on national secu¬ 
rity grounds 

Officials say Japan found 
some sensitive items were 
shipped to South Korea 
"with inadequate man¬ 
agement by companies" 
— without giving specific 
examples or saying which 
Japan-based companies 
were at fault. 

In at least five cases that 
were exposed and penal¬ 
ized, Japanese exports to 
South Korea have ended 


up illegally in North Ko¬ 
rea since South Korea was 
added to the white list in 
2004, government docu¬ 
ments show. 

Adding another layer of 
ambiguity to the diplomat¬ 
ic dispute, Tokyo also has 
expressed dissatisfaction 
overdemandsforcompen- 
sation for people forced to 
work for Japanese com¬ 
panies before and during 
World War II, an issue Ja¬ 
pan says it settled under 
the 1965 treaty normalizing 
relations. 

Japan and South Korea 
are both important hosts 
for U.S. military bases in East 
Asia. But they've been bick¬ 
ering foryearsovera territo¬ 
rial dispute and over South 
Korean demands for more 
contrition and compensa¬ 
tion from Japan for its use 


of forced labor and sexual 
abuse of Korean women in 
military brothels during the 
Japanese occupation of 
the Korean peninsula in the 
early 20th century. 

Until recently, such issues 
had not affected trade 
between the two coun¬ 
tries, both of which depend 
heavily on exports. Japan 
has run a perennial trade 
surplus with South Korea, 
at $20.3 billion in 2018, with 
parts, chemicals and other 
materials and equipment 
accounting for about $15 
billion of its exports last year. 
The tighter approvals on 
the three items newly sub¬ 
ject to licensing controls 
— fluorinated polyimides, 
photo resists and hydro¬ 
gen fluoride — have had 
a limited impact, analysts 
say, because South Ko¬ 
rean companies had at 
least 3-month stockpiles of 
the computer chips and 
displays that would be af¬ 
fected, thanks to slowing 
demand and worries over 
trade tensions between the 
U.S. and China. 

But the tightening controls 
are adding to uncertainty 
for technology manufac¬ 
turers: According to IHS 
Markit, in 2018 Korean firms 
SK Hynix and Samsung 
Electronics supplied 61% of 
memory components used 
in various electronics, rely¬ 
ing heavily on Japanese 
suppliers. "If restrictions re¬ 
main, Korean chipmakens' 
production linesand there¬ 
fore global semiconductor 
supply chains are likely to 
be disrupted. Korean chip- 
makers are major actors in 
global semiconductor sup¬ 
ply chains," Fitch Ratings 
said in a recent reportO 
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Rjeito Rica ns anxious for new leader a mid political crisis 



People match with ftieito Rican national flags to celebrate the resignation of Gov. Ricaido Ros- 
sello who announced overnight that he is resigning Aug. 2 after weeks of pretests over leaked 
obscene, misogynistic online chats, in San J uan, Puerto Rico, Ihuisday, J uly 25,2019. 

Associated Press 


By DANICA COTO 
Associated Press 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) 
— "The unprecedented res¬ 
ignation of Puerto Rico's 
governor after days of mas¬ 
sive island-wide protests 
has thrown the U.S. territory 
into a full-blown political 
crisis. 

Less than four days before 
Gov. Ricardo Rosse 116 steps 
down, no one knows who 
will take his place. Justice 
Secretary Wanda Vazquez, 
his constitutional successor, 
said Sunday that she didn't 
want the job. "The next in 
line would be Education 
Secretary Eligio Hernandez, 
a largely unknown bureau¬ 
crat with little political ex¬ 
perience. 

Rossello's pa rty sa ys it wa nts 
him to nominate a succes¬ 
sor before he steps down, 
but Rossello has said noth¬ 
ing about his plans, time is 
running out and some on 
the island are even talking 
about the need for more 
federal control over a terri¬ 
tory whose finances are al¬ 
ready overseen from Wa sh- 
ington. 

Rossello resigned following 
nearly two weeks of daily 
protests in which hundreds 
of thousands of Puerto Ri¬ 
cans took to the streets, 
mounted horsesand jetskis, 
organized a twerkathon 
and came up with other 
creative ways to demand 
hisouster. On Monday, pro- 
testerswere to gatheronce 
again, but this time to de¬ 
mand that Vazquez not as- 


By DIANE j EANTET 
Associated Press 
RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) 

At least 52 prisoners were 
killed by other inmates dur¬ 
ing clashes between orga¬ 
nized crime groups at the 
Altamira prison in northern 
Brazil on Monday, accord¬ 
ing to prison officials 
Para state prison authorities 
said 16 of the victims were 
decapitated while others 
were asphyxiated. 

Ihe count of victims could 
rise when authorities have 
searched all areas in- 


sume the governorship. Un¬ 
der normal circumstances, 
Rossello's successor would 
be the territory's secretary 
of state, but veteran politi¬ 
cian Luis Rivera Mann re¬ 
signed from that post on 
J uly 13 as part of the scan- 
da I that toppled the gover¬ 
nor. 

Vazquez, a 59-year-old 
prosecutor who worked as 
a district attorney and was 
later director of the Office 
for Women's Rights, does 
not have widespread sup¬ 
port among Puerto Ricans. 
Many have criticized her 
for not being aggressive 
enough in investigating 
cases involving members 
of the party that she and 


volved, state prisons chief 
JarbasVasconcelossaid at 
a newsconference. 
Vasconcelos said a fight 
between criminal groups at 
the Altamira prison erupted 
around 7a.m., when break- 
fastwasbeing served. 
Inmates also set fires that 
prevented authorities from 
entering parts of the facil¬ 
ity for about five hours, he 
said. The killings echoed 
those of 55 inmates who 
died in a series of riots in 
May in several prisons in the 
neighboring state of Ama- 


Rossello belong to, and of 
not prioritizing gender vio¬ 
lence as justice secretary. 
She also hasbeen accused 
of not pursuing the a lleged 
mismanagement of sup- 
p liesfo r victims of Hunic a ne 
Maria. 

Facing a new wave of pro¬ 
tests, Vazquez tweeted 
Sunday that she had no 
desire to succeed Rossello. 
"I have no interest in the 
governor's office," she 
wrote. "I hope the governor 
nominates a secretary of 
state before Aug. 2." 

If a secretary of state is not 
nominated before Rossello 
resigns, Vazquez would au¬ 
tomatically become the 
new governor. She would 


prison riot; 


zonas. In early 2017, more 
than 120 inmates died 
in prisons across several 
northern states when rival 
gangsclashed overcontrol 
of drug-traffic king routes 
in the region. The violence 
lasted several weeks, 
spreading to various states 
In many of Brazil's pris¬ 
ons, badly outnumbered 
guards struggle to retain 
power over an ever-grow¬ 
ing population of inmates 
who are able to run crimi¬ 
nal activities from behind 
barsQ 


then have the power to 
nominate a secretary of 
state, or she could also 
reject being governor, in 
which case the constitution 
states the treasury secre¬ 
tary would be next in line. 
However, Treasury Secre¬ 
tary Francisco Pares is 31 
years old, and the consti¬ 
tution dictates a governor 
has to be at least 35. In 
thatcase, the governorship 
would go to Hernandez, 
who replaced the former 
education secretary, Ju¬ 
lia Keleher, who resigned 
in April and was arrested 
on J uly 10 on federal cor¬ 
ruption charges. She has 
pleaded not guilty. 

But Hernandez has not 
been clear on whether he 
would accept becoming 
governor. 

"At this time, this public ser¬ 
vant is focused solely and 
exclusively on the work of 
the Department of Educa¬ 
tion,"he told Radio Isla 1320 
AM on Monday. A spokes¬ 
man for Hernandez did not 
return a message seeking 
comment. 

Meanwhile, Puerto Ricans 
are growing anxious about 
whatthe lackof leadership 
could meanforthe island's 
political and economic fu¬ 
ture. 

"It's very important that the 
government have a certain 
degree of stability, said Luis 
Ro d rig u e z, a 36-ye a r-o Id 
accountant, adding that a II 
political parties should be 


paying attention to what's 
happening. "We're tired of 
the various political parties 
that always climb to power 
and have let us down a bit 
and have taken the island 
to the point where it finds 
itself right now." 

Hector Luis Acevedo, a 
university professor and for¬ 
mer secretary of state, said 
both the governor's party 
and the main opposition 
party that he supports, the 
Popular Democratic Party, 
have weakened in recent 
years. He added that new 
leadership needs to be 
found soon. 

'These uncertainties are 
dangerous in a democ¬ 
racy because they tend to 
strengthen the extremes," 
he said. 'This vacuum is 
greatly harming the island." 
Puerto Ricans until recently 
had celebrated that Ros¬ 
sello and more than a 
dozen other officials had 
resig ned in the wa ke of a n 
obscenity-laced chat in 
which they mocked wom¬ 
en and the victims of Hur¬ 
ricane Maria, among oth¬ 
ers, in 889 pages leaked 
on J uly 13. But now, many 
are concerned that the 
government is not moving 
quickly enough to restore 
orderand leadership to an 
island mired in a 13-year 
recession as it struggles to 
recoverfrom the Category 
4 storm and tries to restruc¬ 
ture a portion of its more 
than $70 billion public debt 
load. 

Gabriel RodnguezAguilo, a 
member of Rossello's New 
Progressive Party, which 
supports statehood, said in 
a telephone interview that 
legislators are waiting on 
Rossello to nominate a sec¬ 
retary of state, who would 
then become governor 
sine e Va zq uez ha s sa id she 
is not interested in the posi¬ 
tion. 

"I hope that whoever is 
nominated issomeone who 
respects people, who can 
give the people of Puerto 
Rico hope and hasthe ca¬ 
pacity to rule,"he said. 'We 
cannot rush into this. There 
must be sa nity a nd restra int 
in this process." 

Another option was re¬ 
cently raised byjenniffer 
Gonzalez, Puerto Rico's rep¬ 
resentative in CongressO 


At least 52 dead in Brazil 
16 decapitated 
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\Ni th the help of Aruba Convention Bureau: 

Marklogic Corporal on makes donation to I me Ida Hof 



ORANJ ES1AD— Recently the Aruba 
Convention Bureau together with 
Santa Rosa and ECO DMS, assist¬ 
ed Marklogic Corporation with a 
beautiful donation to Imelda Hof. 
The donation consisted of planting 
3 fruit plants and also the installa¬ 
tion of a bench in the garden. 

What is Marklogic Corporation? 

Marklogic Corporation isan Amer¬ 
ican software business that devel¬ 
ops and provides an enterprise 
NoSQL database, also named 
MarkLogic. The company was 
founded in 2001 and is based in 
San Carlos, California. They also 
have offices in Europe, Asia, and 
Australia. In 2016, Marlogic was 
named one of the top 9 providers 
leading the marketing database 
by 'Forrester Research' and the 
company is seen asa 'visionary" in 
the marketing database. 


Achievements 

This year Marklogic Corporation 
came to Aruba to celebrate their 1 
President's Club,’ which recog¬ 
nizes their best employees. Besides 
their donation to Imelda Hof the 
company also has a goal to give 
back to communities all over the 
world. Seeing that the ceremony 
took place in Aruba, all the par¬ 
ticipants of Marklogic Corporation 
collected school supplies and do¬ 
nated these to Juricaljon of The 
helping Hand Foundation, which is 
an organization that helpschildren 
with less resources 

During their stay the participants 
were able to enjoy differen tactivi- 
tiesand also tried the gastronomy 
the island has to offer. 

Aruba Convention Bureau was 
honored to be partof thiscelebra- 
tion in which the Company gave 
back to our community. A spe¬ 
cial thank you goes to Nathalie 
Madura and Jennifer Gamez of 
Santa Rosa, Natalia Hernandez of 
Imelda Hof,Jose Henriquezof ECO 
DMS, and J uricaljon of The Helping 
Hand Foundation. 

Aruba Convention Bureau would 
like to thank Andie Putnam of 
Marklogic Corporation for choos¬ 
ing Aruba as their destination to 
celebrate theirachievement.Q 



Aiuba to Me 

ORANJ ES1AD - We would like to portrait 
you! By inviting you to send us your favorite 
vacation pictuie while enjoying our Hap¬ 
py Island. Complete the sentence: Aruba 

to me is. Send your picture with that 

text (including your name and where you 
are from) to: news@aiubatoday.com and 
we will publish your vacation memory. Isn't 
that a special way to keep your best mo¬ 
ments alive? Please do note: By submitting 
photos, textorany other mate rials, you give 
permission to the Aruba Today Newspaper, 
Caribbean Speed Printers and any of its af¬ 
filiated companiesto use said materials, as 
well as names, likeness, etc. for promotion¬ 
al purposes without compensation. 

Last but not least: check out our website 
and Facebook page! Thank you for sup¬ 
porting our free newspaper, we strive to 
makeyoua happyreadereverydayagain. 



We received this amazing picture from Keith 
and Shiriey Susany who would like to surprise 
their newly-wed friendsKrislenSusanyand Daniel 
Aluise. 

“Aruba to me is.... Loving 
your friends" 

Kristen Susa ny and Daniel Aluise we're married on 
J uly 27th in Pittsburgh PA. While getting engaged 
on new years' eve in the cold, they wanted a 
sunny honeymoon. After many recommenda¬ 
tions, Aruba wasthe overwhelming favorite pick. 
Kristen isan English teacher and Daniel works in 
telecommunications. 

Congratulations and lots of happiness from 
Aruba Today to the newlyweds! 

Enjoy yoursunny honeymoon. □ 




























Yes! Amba had its own gold rush 


Geological exploration was officially conducted in 1725. Ihe search for 
mineral oreswasfiinded by The Amsterdam Chamber, Head Office ofthe 
Dutch West India Company. 




5>isode XXVIII 


Pic.l. Gold blocks extracted from Amba 


These gentlemen sent a certain Mr. 
Pa ulus Printz to the island, who had 
to perform soil research under the 
title of director mountain worker. Af¬ 
tersearching in vain on Curagao and 
on Bonaire, he headed to Aruba and 
searched on the Cristalbeng, dug a 
subterranean passage in Sero Colo¬ 
rado and sent barrels of stone con¬ 
taining ore as samples to Amsterdam. 
Only a minimal amount of gold and 
silver was found, so the decision was 
taken to discontinue the efforts by 
Printz. After three years of trudging 
through the rock-hard Aruban soil, he 


leftAruba again. 

One hundred years later in March 
1824 a gold rock was discovered in 
Rooi Fluit on the North coast, as one 
told by a 12-yea rold boy, Willem Ras- 
mijn, who waslooking afterhisfathefs 
sheep there. Willem saw something 
sparkling on a spot washed out by 
the rain. His father not knowing what 
it was showed it to a merchant in 
Oranjestad. The latter realized that it 
wasgold and offered the man $ 17.00 
Rasmijn accepted and the merchant 
latersold itfor$ 70.00. 



Pic .2. The way in whic h alluvial gold was found by young Wllem Rasmijn 


The rumor spread very rapidly, 
of course, and every boy and 
girl who tended sheep, as was 
the custom, started searching 
the arroyos (dry beds of rivu¬ 
lets). Soon an Indian girl found 
a piece of gold at Rooi Daimari. 

Afterfive months more than 25 
pounds of gold had been col¬ 
lected. 

Understandably, On July 1824 
J. Thielen who was the islands 
Commanderatthe time, imme¬ 
diate ly to o k me a su res b y info rm- 
ing the GovemorP.R. Cantz'laar 
atCuracao,thatgold hasbeen 
found on Aruba. Two lumps of 
gold -ore was send as proof. 
The legend of the Aruba gold 
turned out to be reality. For the 
bootless blows of Printz's sledge 
hammera centuryago. 

The regions where gold was 
found were declared "not 
free". Soldiers came to guard 
these terrains Daimari, Lagabai 
( Rooi Fluit), Wacobana, Arikok 
en Hadicurari were the most im¬ 
portant places where gold was 
found. Most of it was alluvial, 
that came to the surface as na¬ 


tive gold. When systematical re¬ 
search was introduced lateron, 
gold-ore was also found in the 
western part of Aruba, especia I- 
ly atfibushi. 

At first everyone was allowed to 
lookforgold, providing the gold 
washanded overto the govem- 
mentagainsta set price. In 1854 
this system was abandoned 
and gold-mining was granted 
to a concession-holder. 

Primitive gold- mining 

In looking for gold one went 
about in a very primitive way. 
Everywhere clay was dug out 
from the arroyos and put to dry 
in the sun. Then the hardened 
parts were beaten into small 
pieces. If there was any gold, 
the bigger pieces would natu¬ 
rally come free and when this 
happened, one knew thatthere 
were possibly smaller pieces as 
well. To find these, the finely 
beaten clay was ground on a 
large piece of sailcloth, after 
which the wind blew off the 
sand, leaving behind the small 
piecesof gold. 

Continued on ftege 15 


Discover an Amba that nobody else can share with you while tak¬ 
ing your experience home with you. Our renowned indigenous and 
educative session has been entertaining curious participants for de¬ 
cades Mail us atetnianativa03(agmail.com and participate in an 
authentic Aruban experience. Participate at our facilities are close 
to the high rise hotels 


Pic .3. Geological map ofthe island 
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Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all qualified Club members 



Open daily 10am to 4am I j.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 
583,5000 I casinoalhambra.com 
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CASINO AND SHOPS 


Earn DOUBLE POINTS 
all day long! 

Use your Players' Club card to play 
our slots from 1 Oam to 4am and 
we ll DOUBLE your points! 


THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 

Salon & Spo Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Subv/oy J Juan Valdez Cafe I Ounkin Donuts I Baskin-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar I TOF Twist of Flavors | Aruba Aloe 
WE'RCUBA I Bijoux Temer Boutique | R-Glass | Curated Lab 
Hungry Piranha | The Lazy Lizard | The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa | The Collectables 




Yes! Aiuba had its own gold rush 


Episode XXVIII 



Pic .4. How gold is found in quartzdiorite 
Continued from Rage 14 

Anothersystem wasto dilute the clay with wa¬ 
ter in large vessels, so that the gold sank to the 
bottom. When commercialfirmscame in 1854, 
machinery was imported, among which crush¬ 
ing mills. 

Smeiting Works 

In 1872 the Aruba Island Gold Mining Company 
Ltd. Built a large smelting works at Bushiribana 
on the North coast, for the ore that was being 


mined atCero Plat and in its surroundings This 
smelting workswasin use foronly ten years, but 
its construction wasso solid, that ruinsthereof at 
the North coast are still quite impressive. A next 
concession-holder, Aruba Gold Concessions 
Ltd., worked principally in the center of the is¬ 
land and had a smelting works built at Balashi 
in 1899, of which not only crumbling walls, but 
even kettles and ovens a re still left. 

A last attempt 

In 1916 gold-mining in Aruba had to be ceased; 


due to the First World Warthe materia Is required 
forthe purification of the ores could no longer 
be had. During the 92 years since the discovery 
of gold in 1824, 2962.50 pounds of gold have 
been exported. 

An attempt made in 1946 to resume gold-min¬ 
ing in a modem way, proved however not to 
be profitable. Yetthere still isgold in the Aruba's 
soil, even though you would have to be very 
lucky to find some on your excursions on the is¬ 
land. □ 
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Its A Vttap 



ORANJ ES1AD — Aiuba To¬ 
day launched a series of 
videos of the series 'Ask 
Pilar' on Facebook Aruba 
loday and on our website 
www.arubatoday.com. 
let us introduce to you this 
piojectand the people be¬ 
hind it 

Why a video? Besides our 
daily printed free newspa¬ 
per, ourpostson Facebook 
and Instagram and our 
website content we started 
evaluating the plans for 
short video's about a year 
ago.lhe concept wascre- 
ated by Editor-in-Chief Lin¬ 
da Reijndersto add varia¬ 
tion to the product Aruba 
Today. "There is more to 
this island than palm trees 
and beaches and in our 
videos we wish to inform 
and educate the visitor by 
showing local places of 


any kind. We are all new 
to this, but goal is not to 
deliver a technical perfect 
result, moreover motivate 
with the content and topic 
aswell asthe good energy 
coming from it." Aruba To¬ 
day will publish two or mo re 
videos per week and the 
concept will be interactive. 
Meaning that asthe title of 
the video 'AskPilar'already 
reveals, the viewer has the 
tool to actually ask about 
the topics shown or maybe 
even suggest a location/ 
topic for a video. J ust ask 
our host Pilarthrough Face- 
book comments or mes¬ 
senger. 

THE TEAM 

Pilar Flores, 33 years old, is 
the jolly Video Host of 'Ask 
Pilar". She loves doing the 
videosbecause she gets to 
meet a lot of nice people 
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and to know many inter¬ 
esting places. "I hope with 
it that people will get to 
know and love Aruba the 
way us locals do." Flores 
is Executive Editor at Bon 
Dia Newspaper, Aruba To¬ 
day's sister, where she is 
fond of being up to date 
on all current happenings 
and events and having the 
inside information. She has 
a Bachelor of Theology, 
achieved in Aberdeen, 
Scotland and a Masters of 
Applied Ethics in Utrecht, 
The Netherlands "In my 
leisure time I like to walk in 
Arikok National park, play 
with my three cats, color 
and spend time with my 
boyfriend." 

The one capturing the im¬ 
ages with his camera and 
editthem into the end result 
is our Videographer Juan 
Luis Pinto Sotter, Marketing 
Major at the University of 
Aruba. "I chose marketing 
because I wanted a career 
that kept me physically 


■ 

and mentally active. As a 
junior marketer the re isa lot 
of moving around, I can't 
begin to imagine what the 
real world will be like." His 
hobbies include photogra¬ 
phy, gaming, and working 
on his car. "I am not a car 
mechanic, however You¬ 
Tube helps a lot and I find 
it very therapeutic to put 
everything aside and work 
on this piece of metal that 
helps me move long dis¬ 
tances." J uan Luis loves to 
capture moments with his 
camera and editthem into 
a dynamic video. 

Video Director of 'Ask Pi¬ 
lar 1 is Editor-in-Chief Unda 
Reijnders, working in this 
current position since July 
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2017 and before that for six 
years with the local news¬ 
paper in Dutch, Amigoe di 
Aruba as a journalist and 
Editor-in-Chief of the mag¬ 
azine H&H. "I love working 
in the media, I love to write, 
create, connect, inform 
and educate. Working with 
young, talented and mo¬ 
tivated people like Juan 
Luis and Pilar is a blessing to 
me. We really enjoy making 
these Aruba Peeks and we 
for sure hope that rubs off 
to the viewer." 
Checkusouton Facebook 
Aruba Today or the web¬ 
site www.arubatoday.com 
and do not forget to like 
and share! Thank you for 
yoursupport.Q 



The Aruba Tourism Authority honor loyal visitors on the island 

PALM BEACH— Recently, Kimberley Richardson of the Aru¬ 
ba Tourism Authority had the great pleasure to honor one 
of Aruba's loyal and friendly visitors as a Distinguished Visi¬ 
tor of Aruba. The symbolic Distinguished Visitor certificate 
is presented on behalf of the Minister of Tourism, as a token 
of appreciation to the guests who visit Aruba lOyeatsand 
mote consecutively. 

The hononee was Roman Miniach who has been visiting 
Aruba with his pa rents since the age of three! 

This great boy stated that he loves the island very much, 
especially for its year-round sunny weather, nice sandy 
beaches, beautiful sunsets, delicious variety of foods and 
the staff atthe Hilton Aruba Caribbean Resortand Casino. 

Ms. Richardson together with the representatives of the 
Hilton Aruba Caribbean Resortand Casino presented the 
certificate to the hononee, handed over some presents 
and also thanked his parents for choosing Aruba as their 
vacation destination and bringing him to this beautiful is¬ 
land for so many years. □ 
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Denny Hamlin celebrates in 
Victory Lane after winning 
a NASCAR Cup Series auto 
race, Sunday, July 28, 2019, in 
Long Pond, Pa. 

Associated Press 

Hamlin stamps 
himself a 
championship 
contender at 
Pocono 

By DAN GELSTON 

AP Sports Writer 

LONG POND, Pa. (AP) 

— Denny Hamlin had 
enough speed In his Toy¬ 
ota, enough confidence 
in his crew chief, and just 
enough fuel to reach the 
finish line. Hamlin got the 
win Sunday at Pocono 
Raceway — his fifth at the 
tri-oval track nestled in the 
mountains — but so much 
more could be on the ho¬ 
rizon. 

At 38, Hamlin is having one 
of the best seasons of his 
career for J oe Gibbs Rac¬ 
ing. He has a Daytona 500 
victory, and two other wins 
and just maybe, his best 
shot at a NASCAR Cup Se¬ 
ries championship since he 
fell short in 2014. 

"I feel as long as we keep 
putting the effort in what 
we're doing, I have as 
good a shot as any," Ham¬ 
lin said. 

The Cup championship 
has eluded Hamlin but not 
much else has over a fan¬ 
tastic career that took off 
as a rookie in 2006 when he 
swept two Pocono races. 

Continued on Page 22 



Brooks Koepka celebrates putt on the 18th green during the final round of the World Golf Championships-FedEx St. Jude Invitational, 
Sunday, July 28, 2019, in Memphis, Tenn. Koepka won the match. 

Associated Press 
Page 18 








Koepka wins in Memphis.giaims 
regular-seasorupoints-title . 
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Brooks Koepka holds his trophy afterwinning the World Golf Championships-Fed Ex St J ude Invi¬ 
tational Sunday, J uly 28, 2019, in Memphis* lenn. 

Associated Press 


Koepka outduels Me llioy, wins 
first WGC title by 3 strokes 


By TERESA M. WALKER 
AP Sports Whiter 
MEMPHIS Tenn. (AP) — 

Brooks Koepka knows ev¬ 
eryone wanted to see a 
tight final-round duel with 
Rory Mcllroy. 

'That would have been in¬ 
credible for the fans, for 
everybody that showed up 
and I'm sure that'swhat ev¬ 
erybody wanted," Koepka 
said. 

Too bad Koepka drained 
all the drama Sunday on 
the way to his first World 
Golf Championships title. 
Koepka had three birdiesin 
a four-hole stretch on the 
front nine and cruised to a 
three-stroke victory in the 
Fed Ex St. Jude Invitational. 
Playing with Mcllroy in their 
first final-group pairing, the 
top-ranked Koepka closed 
with a bogey-free 5-under 
65 atTPC Southwind for his 
seventh PGA Tour title. He 
finished at 16-under264. 
Mcllroy followed his third- 
round 62 with a 71 to drop 
into a tie for fourth at 11 
under. Mcllroy declined to 
talk to reporters after the 
round. 

"Rory did n't play the way he 
wanted to today, but still it's 
so much fun to watch him 
play," Koepka said. 'You 
kind of get glued watch¬ 
ing him hit balls I mean, it's 
mesmerizing watching him 
hit. You know it's always 


nice to squeak out a vic¬ 
tory over probably the best 
player right now." 

Webb Simpson had a 64 to 
finish second. Marc Leish- 
man (67) was third, four 
strokes back. Tommy Fleet- 
wood (66) and Matthew 
Fitzpatrick (69) joined Mcll¬ 
roy at 11 under. 

Koepka wrapped up the 
regular-season points title 
a week early and claimed 
a $2 million bonus from 
the Wyndham Rewards 
program. He is assured to 
going into the FedEx Cup 
playoffsasthe No. lseed. 
Koepka became the 
sixth player to win a ma¬ 
jor championship and a 
World Golf Championship 
in the same year. He won 
the PGA Championship for 
the second straight year in 
May. 

After tapping in for par on 
No. 18, Koepka celebrated 
with a little fist pump before 
hugging Mcllroy. 

Koepka had been so close 
in recent weeks, com¬ 
ing in second at the U.S. 
Open in J une and tying for 
fourth last week at the Brit¬ 
ish Open. He also had a 
pair of top-10 finishes in this 
event when it was held at 
Firestone Country Club in 
Akron, Ohio, and he also 
won for the first time at the 
TPC Southwind, where he 
tied for third in 2015 and 


tied for second in 2016 
when this course hosted 
the formerSt. J ude Classic. 
Koepka says he feels he 
knows this course better 
than anyotherontour, and 
finally winning here and a 
WGC title, too, is special. 
"It's a thinker's golf course," 
Koepka said. "I probably 
don't get enough thought 
process going through my 
mind sometimes, just get 
up and hit it. It gets very 
routine. A lot of times it's 
drivers, but out here you've 
really got to position your¬ 
self off the tee depending 
on where the pin is." 

Now Koepka has come 
from behind in three of his 
seven victories, though 
this time teeing off only a 
stroke off the lead. When 
they teed off, Koepka was 
among 10 players within 
four strokes of leader Mcll¬ 
roy. 

After a couple of pars, Ko¬ 
epka took control. 

Koepka rolled in a 9-footer 
for birdie and a share of 
the lead on the par-5 third 
he bogeyed in each of the 
first two rounds for a nice 
confidence boost. Mcllroy 
missed his own 4-foot birdie 
chance a couple inches 
left after chipping from be¬ 
hind a green-side bunker. 
He created the last of the 
drama by scrambling for 
paronthe next two holesO 



Bernhard Langer poses with the trophy after winning the senior 
Open golftoumamerit at Royal Lytham & St Annes Golf Club, in 
Lytham, Bigland, Sunday J uly 28, 2019. 


Langer wins his 
4th Senior British 
Open title 


LYTHAM ST. ANNES, England 
(AP) — Bernhard Langer 
beat Paul Broadhurst by 
two shots to win the Senior 
British Open on Sunday for 
his record-extending 11th 
senior majortitle. 

Starting three shots off the 
overnight lead held by 
Broadhurst, the 61-year-old 
German fired a 4-under66 
to finish at 6-under 274 for 
his fourth Senior Open title, 
a tournament record. 

"It's always special to walk 
down 18 in a major, but es¬ 
pecially over here," Langer 
said. 'The people are so 
knowledgeable about 
golf, and it's tremendous 
how they even came out 
in these conditions and 
cheered us on in the rain." 
After heavy rain delayed 
the round by almost six 
hours, the two-time Masters 
champion opened with 
four birdies on the front 
nine and added two more 
on Nos. 13 and 14 at Royal 
Lytham & St. Annesto build 
a four-stroke lead. He com¬ 
pleted the round with a 
couple of bogeys on the 
15th and 17th. 

"Now having won 11 senior 
majors, it means a great 
deal," Langer said. "No¬ 
body has won more than 
nine if I'm correct, not even 
the great Jack Nicklaus or 
Gary PlayerorTom Watson 
who retired from this cham¬ 
pionship today. There's a 
lot of great players who 
have played this game 


and have played majors, 
and I've been blessed to 
have won more than any 
of them." 

Broadhurst had a birdie 
and two bogeys to finish 
with a 71 to come second. 
Retief Goosen of South 
Africa, the two-time U.S. 
Open champion who won 
the Senior Players Champi¬ 
onship earlierthis month for 
his first over-50 title, closed 
with a 66 to tie for third with 
American Tim Petrovic (68) 
with a 3-under277. 

In his last appearance at 
the tournament, three-time 
champion Tom Watson 
(73) finished tied for 64th 
at9-over289. On Saturday, 
the 69-year-old American 
announced he wouldn'tbe 
playing atthe eventagain. 
In his 18 appearances, he 
never missed the cut. 

'There will be other people 
who will take the reinsand 
they will do what I did," 
Watson said. "Life is full of 
passages, and I've passed 
through my career here, 
starting in 1975 to here in 
2019. It's a mazing." 

After a final round that in¬ 
cluded two eagles, two 
birdies and three bogeys, 
defending champion 
Miguel Angel Jimenez 
closed with a 67 to post an 
even-par 280. 

Only nine players complet¬ 
ed the tournament under 
pa ratthe tough linkscourse 
with 169 bunkers while fac¬ 
ing rainy conditions.Q 









SPORTS 1^1 9 30 JULY 


Geiman (9 Ks), Yankees beat Red Sox 9-6, avoid 4-game sweep 



New York Yankees' Austin Romine, right; celebrates his two-mn home inn thatalso drove in Cam¬ 
eron Maybin (38) as Boston Red Sox's Sandy Leon, left; looks on during the third inning of a base¬ 
ball game in Boston, Sunday, J uly 28, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By The Assoc iated ness 
BOSTON (AP) — Didi Gre¬ 
gorius and Austin Romine 
each hit a two-run homer 
off Chris Sale, and Domin¬ 
go Geiman struck out nine 
to help New York avoid a 
four-game sweep. 

After trimming New York's 
lead in the AL East from 11 
games to eight — winning 
the first three ga mes of the 
series by a combined 38-13 
— the Red Sox committed 
three errors to fall into third 
place, nine games behind 
the Yankeesin the division. 
Genoan (13-2) took a no¬ 
hitter into the fourth and al¬ 
lowed four hits and a walk 
through 5 1/3 innings. 

Sale (5-10) allowed six runs 
on five hits and three walks, 
striking out seven in 51/3 in¬ 
nings. 

Andrew Benintendi hit a 
two-run homer in the fourth 
and two-run single in the 
ninth — his third hit of the 
game. Xander Bogaerts 
also had three hits. 

RAYS 10, BLUE JAYS 9 
TORONTO (AP) — Joey 
Wendle drove in the tie¬ 
breaking run with a bases- 
loaded groundout in the 
ninth inning and Tampa 
Bay rallied from a seven-run 
deficit to beatToronto. 
Ji-Man Choi and Guiller¬ 
mo Heredia each hit two- 
run home runs and Willy 
Adames added a game- 
tying solo shot in the eighth 


for the Rays 

ChazRoe (1-3) pitched one 
inning for the win, Oliver 
Drake got one out in the 
ninth and Diego Castillo fin¬ 
ished for his eighth save in 
nine opportunities. 

Righty Daniel Hudson (6-3) 
took the loss. 

TWINS 11, WHITE SOX 1 
CHICAGO (AP) — Miguel 
Sano hit a three-run homer 
in a five-run first inning, and 
Minnesota pounded Dylan 
Covey and Chicago to 
strengthen its hold on the 


ALCentral. 

Jorge Polanco, Jonathan 
Schoop and Max Kepler 
also homered as Minne¬ 
sota ran its major league¬ 
leading total to 205 home 
runs. 

Covey (1-7) threw 14 pitch¬ 
es and failed to get an out 
in his 10th start of the sea¬ 
son. 

Kyle Gibson (10-4) struck 
out nine in six effective in¬ 
nings. 

ROYALS 9, INDIANS 6 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — 


Cleveland pitcher Trevor 
Bauerheaved the ball from 
just past the mound over 
the center field wall while 
being taken out of the 
game in a loss to Kansas 
City. 

It was not clear whether 
Bauer was upset with his 
performance or that man¬ 
ager Terry Francona was 
pulling him. Bauer (9-8) 
had just allowed a two-run 
single to Nicky Lopez that 
gave the Royals a 7-5 lead 
with one out in the fifth in¬ 


ning. 

Danny Duffy (5-5) picked 
up the win. He allowed five 
runs(foureamed) on seven 
hits in six innings. 

In addition to Lopez's hit, 
Ryan O'Heam, Cheslor 
Cuthbertand MeibrysVilo- 
ria also had RBIs 
ANGELS5, ORIOLES4 
ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — 
Matt lhaiss hit his second 
home run of the game in 
the bottom of the ninth 
and Los Angeles avoided 
being swept by Baltimore. 
Albert Pujols hit his 650th 
homer. Taylor Cole (1-1) 
threw 1 2/3 scoreless in¬ 
nings of relief forthe win. 
Trey Mancini and Jona¬ 
than Villar each drove in 
two runs, but the last-place 
Oriolescould not complete 
their first four-game sweep 
in more than two years. 
Mychal Givens (1-5) took 
the loss. 

Pujols is the sixth major 
leaguer to hit 650 homers, 
and he needs 11 more to 
pass Willie Mays (660) for 
fifth place. 

ATHLETICS6, RANGERS5 

OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) — 
Marcus Semien homered 
and scored the game-win¬ 
ning run on a bases-loaded 
walk in the bottom of the 
ninth asOakland beatTex- 
as. 

Texas led 5-4 in the ninth 
with Jose Leclerc (1-3) 
seeking his sixth save. □ 


Nationals ace Max 
Scherzerbackto injured list 



Washington Nationals starting pitcher Max Scheizer throws to 
the Colorado Rockies in the third inning of a baseball game, 
Thursday, J uly 25, 2019, in Washington. 

Associated Press 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Max 

Scherzerisbackon the 10- 
day injured list, unwelcome 
news for the Washington 
Nationals as they push for 
a wild card berth and try to 
catch the Atlanta Braves in 
the NLEast. 

The Nationals announced 
Monday that Scherzer was 
placed on the ILwith a mi- 
norrhomboid strain.The in¬ 
jury is in the same area as 
the inflammation under his 
right shoulder that forced 
the ace right-hander to 
the ILforl9daysearlierthis 
month. 

Scherzer was dominant in 
J une and won seven con¬ 


secutive starts as Washing¬ 
ton worked its way back 
into playoff contention 
following a 19-31 start. He 
returned from the IL last 
Thursday and allowed 
three runs in five innings in 
a no-decision against the 
Rockies. The next day, he 
had an MRI that revealed 
the injury. 

Last week, Nationals man- 
agerDave Martinezsaid he 
was relieved the famously 
intense Scherzer, known as 
"Mad Max,"would be back 
on the mound, giving him 
an outlet for his competi¬ 
tive energy. But on Mon¬ 
day, Martinez said Scher¬ 


zer needs to be cautious 
about his recovery. 

"Right now, we just want 
him to understand, 'Let's 
just take our time and get 
it right so this doesn't con¬ 
tinue to be an issue, 1 " Mar¬ 
tinez said. Martinez said 
he was the "wrong person 
to ask" about whether the 
injuries were related, not¬ 
ing that Scherzer now has 
a muscle strain instead of 
inflammation. 

The move to the IL is ret¬ 
roactive to July 26, which 
means Scherzer could 
pitch assoon asAug. 5. 
'That's not by a ny mea ns a 
target date," Martinez said. 


'We just wa nt him to be 100 
percent." 

The three-time Cy Young 
Award winner is 9-5 with a 
2.41 ERA. 

Washington recalled 
right-hander Erick Fedde 
from Double-A Harrisburg 


to take Scherzeris place 
on the roster. Fedde was 
slated to start Tuesday 
night against the Braves in 
Scherzeris rotation spot. He 
is 1-1 with a 3.40 in 13 ap¬ 
pearances (eight starts) 
thisseason.Q 
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Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: Hook and Cook your Own Fish! 



Oranjestad- Rennaissance 
Marina Downtown is home to 
the Driftwood Fishing Charters, 
the successful fishermen of the 
established seafood restaurant 
Driftwood. Herby senior and 
Herby Junior both share a 
passion and love for fishing. 
They know what the local 
waters have to offer and what 
fresh fish really means. Over 30 
years ago, the idea for the 
fishing charter was bom. 


Captain Herby would catch the 
fish to be served at the restau¬ 
rant the same day. That 
concept still lives, what is 
'hooked' during the day is 
cooked in the evening at the 
restaurant. 

Herby shares his experience 
with his crew, who take out 
guests daily on their tourna¬ 
ment rigged 35ft twin engine 


Bertram "Driftwood" or on their 
more spacious 37ft twin 
engine Bertram called "Living 
Easy". Both yachts are available 
for charters from Sam to 12 
noon, or from 1 to 5pm [6-hour 
trips also available). To book a 
fishing charter visit 
www.driftwoodfishingcharters 
.com or call Herbert direct at 
[2 9 7 >-5924040. 




Have an authentic seafood dining 
experience at Driftwood Restau¬ 
rant, situated in the characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. This com¬ 
fortable downtown restaurant 
has a long tradition (30 years) of 
serving the freshest fish, the 
biggest shrimp, and the most 
succulent Caribbean Lobster. 
Opening Hours: 5:00pm to 
10.30pm (closed on Sundays) 

For reservations visit 
www.drtftwoodaruba.com or call 
(297}-58325!5 

Address: Klipstraat 12. Oranjestad, 
Aruba 



In this Oct 10, 2016, file photo, Boston Red Sox's David Ortiz 
waves from the field at Fenway RaikafterGame 3 of baseball's 
American League Division Seriesagainstthe Cleveland Indians 
in Boston. 


Red Sox slugger David Ortiz 
says he's glad to be home 

and told his fans: "Big Pa pi 


By JIMMY GOLEN 
AP Sports Witter 
BOSTON (AP) — In his first 
public comments since a 
botched assassination at- 


Assoc iated Press 

tempt in his native Domini¬ 
can Republic, former Red 
Sox slugger David Ortiz said 
Monday that he is glad to 
be home from the hospital 


will be backsoon."Following 
an Instag ram post with a 
statement issued through 
a Boston public relations 
agency, Ortiz said he fac¬ 
es several more weeks of 
recovery from the June 9 
shooting at a Santo Domin¬ 
go nightclub. 

"Being at home and lookat 
my family celebrating that 
Im here safe is priceless," 
Ortiz said in the Instag ram 
post, which included pic¬ 
tures of a steak, pasta and 
grilled fish. 'Too bad I can't 
crush food yet!!!!" 

Ortiz, 43, was shot in the 


back by a hired gunman 
who drove up on a mo¬ 
torcycle and fired at close 
range, hitting him in the 
torso, police said. They said 
the actual target was sup¬ 
posed to be another man. 
Doctors in Santo Domingo 
removed his gallbladder 
and part of his intestine, 
and he was flown the next 
day on a Red Sox plane to 
Boston, where he had more 
surgery. The statement is¬ 
sued Monday confirmed 
that Ortiz was released 
from Massachusetts Gen¬ 
eral Hospital on Friday. 

"I am feeling good, but 
know I need to do my re¬ 
hab just like I did when I 
wasrecovering from injuries 
playing baseball," Ortiz said 
in the statement, thanking 
doctors, Red Sox ownership 
and other members of the 
organization for their sup¬ 
port. 

'They a re some of the best 


teammates I have ever 
had,"he said. 

A 10-time All-Star and 
three-time World Series 
champion, Ortiz helped the 
Red Sox end their 86-year 
championship drought 
in 2004 and batted .688 
against the St. Louis Cardi¬ 
nals in '13 to win the Series 
MVP. 

But it was his jovial manner 
and ready smile that fur¬ 
ther endeared him to the 
city. Before the first Red 
Sox home game after the 
Boston Marathon bomb¬ 
ing in 2013, he took the 
mound with a microphone 
and told the crowd, 'This is 
our (expletive) city, and no 
one's going to dictate our 
freedom." 

Ortiz retired after the 2016 
season with 541 home runs, 
and the team quickly re¬ 
tired his uniform No. 34. The 
city named a street outside 
the ballpark after him.Q 
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Sbasbuvg wins 7th 
straight start; Nats 
beat Dodgers 11-4 



Washington Nationals starting pitcher Stephen Sbasbuig delivers during the thiid inning ofa base¬ 
ball game againstthe bos Angeles Dodgers, Sunday, J uly 28, 2019, in Washington. 

Associated Press 


By The Assoc iated ness 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Ste¬ 
phen Strasbung tossed sev¬ 
en masterful innings to win 
his seventh consecutive 
start, leading the Washing¬ 
ton Nationals to an 11-4 
rout of the Los Angeles 
Dodgerson Sunday. 

Bria n Dozier a nd J ua n Soto 
homered, while Anthony 
Rendon had three hits and 
four RBIs that helped the 
Nationals (56-49) prevent a 
three-game sweep by the 
top team in the majors. 
Corey Seager hit a three- 
run homer with two outs 
in the ninth off Nationals 
reliever Michael Blazek to 
help the Dodgers avoid 
their la rgest loss of the sea¬ 
son. 

Adam Eaton and Washing¬ 
ton manager Dave Marti¬ 
nez were ejected in the first 
inning for arguing a called 
strike. 

Strasburg (14-4) took over 
the major league lead in 
wins after striking out nine, 
walking none and limiting 
a potent Dodgers lineup to 
one run and two hits. 
Walker Buehler (9-2) lost for 
the first time since May 18. 
He allowed seven runs (four 
earned) and eight hits over 
5 1/3 innings on his 25th 
birthday. 

ME1S 8, PIRATES 7 
NEW YORK (AP) — Michael 
Conforto hit a two-run 
homer in a six-run first inning 
against Chris Archer, and 
New York matched its lon¬ 
gest win streak of the sea¬ 
son at four with a win over 
Pittsburgh. 

Jason Vargas (6-5) won a 
third straight start, and the 
Mets completed a three- 
game sweep. 

Given a 6-0 lead, Vargas 
allowed three runs and six 
hits in 5 2/3 innings. 

Bryan Reynolds and Jose 
Osuna hit two-run homers, 
and Jacob Stallings hit a 
solo shot for the Pirates 
Edwin Diaz got his 23rd save 
in 27chances. 

Chris Archer (3-8) allowed 
five hits and four walks in 
five innings 


MARLINS 5, DIAMOND- 
BACKS 1 

MIAMI (AP) — Rookie out¬ 
fielder Harold Ramirez 
homered, hit a line drive 
that scored the tie breaking 
run and made consecutive 
catches against the fence 
to help Miami beat Arizona. 
Miguel Rojas led off the first 
inning with a home run for 
the second game in a row, 
and Mia mi teammate Brian 
Anderson added his 14th 
homer. Five pitchers com¬ 
bined on a four-hitter for 
the Marlins 

Diamondbacks left-hander 
Robbie Ray (9-7) allowed 
two earned runs in six in¬ 
nings. His streak of wins in 
fourconsecutive startsend- 
ed even though he struck 
out 11 and walked none. 
Miami's Elieser Hernandez, 
making his first start since 
July 4, allowed one run in 
four innings Jose Quijada 
(2-3) faced only six batters 
in two innings. 

REDS 3, ROC KIES 2 
CINCINNATI (AP) — Tucker 
Barnhart hit a tiebreaking 
sing le in the sixth inning a nd 
Cincinnati beat Colorado. 
Barnhart improved to 4 for 
5 in two games since re¬ 
turning on Friday after miss¬ 
ing 22 games with a right 
oblique strain. He drove in 
Josh VanMeter from sec¬ 
ond base with a grounder 
up the middle off J ake Mc¬ 
Gee (0-2). 

Lucas Sims (2-1) pitched 1 
1-3 inningsforthe win. Amir 
Ganettand Michael Loren- 
zen each pitched an inning 
and Raisel Iglesiasgave up 
a pair of two-out singles in 
the ninth before getting Ian 
Desmond to ground out for 
his second save in two days 
and 19th ofthe season. 

The Reds bullpen pitched 
a combined 8 1-3 score¬ 
less innings while Cincinnati 
was winning the last two 
games of the three-game 
series. 

PHILLIES 9, BRAVES 4 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — J .T. 
Realmuto hit a grand slam, 
three other Phillies went 
deep and Philadelphia 


avoided a three-game 
sweep against Atlanta. 
Aaron Nola (9-2) cruised 
through six scoreless innings 
before faltering in the sev¬ 
enth. He left after surren¬ 
dering seven hits with eight 
strikeouts and three walks in 
6 2/3 innings. 

Bryce Harper, Rhys Hoskins 
and Adam Haseley also 
homered for Philadelphia, 
which pulled within 6V2 
games of the NL-East lead¬ 
ing Braves. 

Ender Inciarte and Johan 
Camargo homered for At¬ 
lanta. Kevin G a usman (3-6) 
allowed six runs on nine hits 
with eight strikeouts and 
a walk, falling to 0-4 with 
a 6.45 ERA in four career 
startsagainst Philadelphia. 
CUBS 11, BREWERS4 
MILWAUKEE (AP) — Kyle 
Schwarberhita grand slam 
and a three-run homer to 
power Chicago past Mil¬ 
waukee, averting a three- 
game sweep. 

Schwarber crushed a first- 
pitch slam deep into the 
second deck in right field 
off starter Zb ch Davies (8-4) 
with one out in the second 
inning forhis23nd home run 
of the season. The slugger 
took Davies deep again in 
the fourth with an opposite- 
field shot to make it 7-0. 
Christian Yelich hit a run¬ 
scoring double in fifth, ex¬ 


tending his hitting streak to 
16 games 

Brad Brach (4-3) retired the 
only batterhe faced forthe 
victory. 

ASIROS6, CARDINALS 2 

ST. LOUIS (AP) - George 
Springer led off the game 
with a home run, Jose Al- 
tuve and rookie Yondan Al¬ 
varez also connected and 
Houston beat St. Louis 
The Astros have won nine 
of 11. 

Paul Goldschmidt's team 
record-tying streak of six 
straightgameswitha home 
run ended for St. Louis. He 
singled in five at-bats 
Dexter Fowler had a pinch- 
hit homer in the ninth for St. 
Louis, which lost forthe third 
time in 11 games. 

Wade Miley (9-4) gave up 
five hits in five shutout in¬ 
nings He struc k out six a nd 
walked two. 

Dakota Hudson (10-5) 
gave up eight hits and five 
earned runs in four-plus in¬ 
nings 

GIANTS7, PADRES6 

SAN DIEGO (AP) — Madi¬ 
son Bumgarner won his fi¬ 
nal start before the trade 
deadline and rookie Mike 
Yastrzemski had four hits, 
two RBIs and scored the 
go-ahead run to lead San 
Francisco overSan Diego. 
Bumgarner (6-7) allowed 
only four hits in seven in¬ 


nings, including a three- 
run homer by Hunter Ren- 
froe two batters after he 
hit prized rookie Fernando 
Tatisjr. with a pitch, draw¬ 
ing the ire of Padres fans 
MadBum struck out six and 
walked two. 

Will Smith pitched the ninth 
for his 26th save, allowing 
Wil Myers' two-run homer, 
his 13th. It wa s G ia nts ma n- 
ager Bruce Bochy's last 
game in San Diego. He's re¬ 
tiring at the end of this sea¬ 
son, his 13th with the G ia nts 
Before that, he managed 
the Pa dies for 12 seasons 
Renfroe drove in all four 
runs for San Diego, which 
has lost 11 of 15 games 
since the All-Star break. 


LuisPerdomo (1-3) took the 
lossQ 
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Muhammad breaks world record in 400 hurdles at nationals 



Dalilah Muhammad, center, crosses the finish line as she wins the women's 400-meter hurdles at 
the U.S. Championships athletics meet Sunday, July 28, 2019, in Des Moines, Iowa. 

Associated Press 


By PATGRAHAM 

DES MOINES* Iowa (AP) — 

The running joke between 
Dalilah Muhammad and 
some of her competitors 
goes like this: She ordersthe 
wet conditions 
Because she reigns in the 
rain. 

On a drizzly Sunday night, 
Muhammad broke a 
16-year-old world record 
in the 400-meter hurdles by 
finishing in 52.20secondsat 
the U.S. championships. 

"I'm just shocked," Muham¬ 
mad said. "I broke the world 
record." 

With puddles formed on 
the track, the defending 
Olympic champion sloshed 
her way around the track 
to eclipse the mark of 52.34 
set by Yuliya Pechonkina of 
Russia on Aug. 8, 2003. 
Running out of the fourth 
lane, Muhammad didn't 
let the rain drops deter her. 
She looked at hertime and 
was almost taken aback. 
No way that can be real, 
rig ht? 

It was. 

Muhammad smiled, briefly 
put her hands on her hips 
and then slumped down 
when hertime flashed on 
the screen at Drake Sta¬ 
dium. Ihird-place finisher 
Ashley Spencer emphati¬ 
cally celebrated behind 
her and teenager Sydney 
McLaughlin came over to 
hug Muhammad after fin¬ 


ishing second. 

It was also lightly raining 
when Muhammad won 
the Olympic gold at the 
2016 Rio Games. Her com¬ 
petitors might want to start 
looking at the weather re¬ 
ports for the Tokyo Games, 
which are a yearaway. 
"Ashley said, 'You're the 
one that brings the rain,"' 
the 29-year-old Muham¬ 
mad cracked. "I don't know 
what it is" 

In workouts, Muhammad 
has often been on world- 
record pace. 


She put it all together for 
real. 

To think, Muhammad fell 
in a training session two 
weeks ago and suffered 
a mild concussion. She 
missed three days of work¬ 
outs to heal. 

She lost none of herspeed. 
Then again, the level of the 
competition brought out 
the best in her. 

Muhammad believes it 
mark may not last too long. 
It may even fall again at 
the world championships 
this faII in Doha, Qatar. De¬ 


fending world champion 
Kori Carter didn't even 
compete at nationals in 
the event since she has an 
automatic bye into worlds. 
'That 52 is going to get 
broke," Muhammad said. 
"If not by me by the other 
women." 

McLaughlin finished in 
52.88. ' 

"Itwasa really fast race and 
I could feel the pace being 
pushed," said McLaughlin, 
who turns 20 next month. 
"I'm happy to be a part of a 
world-record race." 


Muhammad's perfor¬ 
mance stole the show on a 
big final night. 

Soon after, Dezerea Bryant 
won the 200 in 22.47 sec¬ 
onds. 

"I woke up this morning and 
I'm like, 'I'm not going to be 
denied,"' Bryant said. 'That 
was my attitude." 

Noah Lyles closed out the 
competition in style by do¬ 
ing a nifty little dance after 
taking the men's200title in 
19.78. He held off Christian 
Coleman and, after cross¬ 
ing the line, shook his rival's 
hand before breaking off 
some dance moves 
The 22-year-old Lyles can 
certainly celebrate. 

'] oy? Tons of joy. This is the 
hardest team to make," 
said Lyles, who sprayed 
his hair silver. 'The saying 
is, once you make the U.S. 
team, you better come 
away with a medal." 

Things to know on the final 
day of nationals: 

COBURN'S DOMINANCE 
Reigning world champion 
Emma Cobum captured 
her sixth straight national 
title in the steeplechase 
(eighth overall). She fin¬ 
ished in 9 minutes, 25.63 
seconds to narrowly edge 
Courtney Frerichs. Colleen 
Quigley was third. With Co¬ 
bum getting an automatic 
bye, fourth-place finisher 
Allie Ostranderalso isgoing 
to Doha.Q 



Denny Hamlin, front center, celebrates in Victory Lane afterwin¬ 
ning a NASCAR Cup Seriesauto race, Sunday, July 28, 2019, in 
Long Pond, Pa. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Ffege 17 

He won two straight races 
at Pocono over the 2009 
and 2010 seasons, but of¬ 
ten struggled in recent 
years to seriously compete 
for a win on the tri-oval 
track. 

He needed a bit of every¬ 
thing to go right over the 
final lapsSundayto reverse 
his fortune and win for the 
first time since March in 
Texas. Hamlin had to clear 
J G R tea mmates Erik J ones 
and Martin Truex J r., then 
had to conserve fuel in the 
No. 11 for when he need¬ 
ed it on two late restarts, 
including the final one in 
overtime. 

Hamlin is coming off his first 
full winless season of his 
career and split with crew 
chief Michael Wheeler, 
with JGR giving the reigns 
to Chris Gabehart. Hamlin 


said he has full faith in the 
first-year Cup crew chief 
and followed his directives 
on fuel. Gabehart made 
all the right calls atop the 
pit box. 

"I just let him go, get the 
lead," Gabehart said. 
'Then assoon ashe gotout 
front, I pulled the reins on 
him, started putting some 
in the bank." 

That was enough for Ham¬ 
lin. 

'Win or lose, he comes up 
with the plays, and I'm the 
one thatneedsto execute 
it," Hamlin said. 'When he 
said, 'OK, I need two posi¬ 
tions on this restart,' I got to 
go get two positions. He's 
really done a good job of 
knowing what it takes to 
win in the Cup Series in his 
rookie season. I mean, he's 
going to be around fora 
very long time." 


Hamlin's three wins a re the 
most since he won five in 
2012 and his 10 top-10 fin¬ 
ishes match his total from 
last season. His 34th career 
win in Cup helped lead 
a 1-2-3 charge for JGR: 
Jones, who needed a win 


to secure a spot in the play¬ 
offs, was second and Truex 
third. Hamlin also erased 
some of the sting from his 
near-miss last weekat New 
Hampshire when Kevin 
Harvickcaught him late for 
the win. 


With the leaders running 
low on fuel, Hamlin had 
enough left to get a good 
jump off two late restarts 
that made the difference. 
Hamlin seemingly had the 
race won in regulation 
when he took the lead off 
a restart with fourlapsto go 
after Kurt Busch slammed 
into the wall to bring out 
another caution. Hamlin, 
J ones and Truex made it a 
1-2-3 running orderforj GR 
as the race headed into 
OT That's the way it shook 
out after three extra laps, 
and on Sunday, Hamlin 
had the right combination 
to score his third straight 
top-five finish. 

'We're running our best 
right now," Hamlin said. 
'There'sno doubtabout it." 
William Bryon was fourth, 
and Kyle Larson finished 
fifth.□ 
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Mote lburfiusbalion for Fiance but future looking bright 



In this Saturday, J uly 13, 2019 file photo Ranee's Ihibaut Pi not; right; and Ranee's J ulian Ala- 
philippe c rosse the finish line of the eighth stage of the lburde Ranee cycling race over 200 
kilometers (125 miles) with staitin Macon and finish in Saint Etienne, Ranee. 

Associated Press 


By SAMUEL PE1REQUIN and 
JOHN LEICES1ER 
AP Spoils VUHteis 
PARIS (AP) — "Now or Nev¬ 
er." 

That was the headline run¬ 
ning across the front page 
of France's biggest-selling 
sports newspaper L'Equipe 
three weeks ago, amid 
nationwide hopes that a 
homegrown rider could 
finally win the Tour de 
France. 

In the absence of many 
big names — including 
four-time champion Chris 
Froome — France's top 
contenders Ihibaut Pinot 
and Roma in Bardet were 
expected to make the most 
of this year's climb-heavy 
route, and even finally end 
the 34-year drought. 

Three weeks later, neither 
Pinot nor Bardet stood on 
the Tour podium and the 
wait for a French winner 
continues 

The future of French cy¬ 
cling looks bright, though, 
and a successorto Bernard 
Hinault — the last French¬ 
man to win cycling's mar¬ 
quee race back in 1985 — 
is likely to emerge sooner 
than later. 

Although Bardet, twice a 
podium finisher, was never 
an overall threat and had 
to be content with the 
polka dot jersey for best 
climber, Pinot was magnifi¬ 
cent until a left leg injury re¬ 
duced him to tears on the 
side of an Alpine climb, and 
forced him out of the race 
within touching distance of 
the C ha mps Elysees. 

With Bardet nowhere to be 
seen, another Frenchman, 
Julian Alaphilippe, surged 
to the fore, gaining pop- 
idol status in the space of 
just three weeks. And five 
French riders finished in the 
top 15 forthe first time since 
2011 . 

A classics specialist, Ala¬ 
philippe exceeded all ex¬ 
pectations, wearing the 
yellow jersey for 14 days af¬ 
ter playing havoc with tra¬ 
ditional race strategies. De¬ 
spite his pedigree in one- 
day races, Alaphilippe was 
not among the pre-Tour 
favorites, and many spec¬ 
tators had hardly heard of 
him when the race started. 
But he took the Tour lead 
by storm during the first 


week of racing with a bold 
attack. After losing the yel¬ 
low jersey, he reclaimed it 
and fought to stay in yellow 
with a living-the-moment 
humble attitude that ex¬ 
cited fans and impressed 
his riva Is. 

"It's incredible how he 
stepped up and improved," 
said 2018 Tour champion 
Geraint Thomas, who fin¬ 
ished runner-up this year 
behind hislneosteammate 
Egan Bemal. "A big, big well 
done to him. He fought until 
the very end. He deserved 
to be on that podium." 

In scenes sometimes remi¬ 
niscent of the 'Wiggoma- 
nia" in Britain when Bradley 
Wiggins won the 2012 Tour, 
Alaphilippe was feted in 
every village crossed by 
the peloton. Each morn¬ 
ing, fa ns chanted his name 
near his team bus, asked 
him forselfiesand stopped 
him for autographs The 
excitement was such that 
at some point Alaphilippe 
had to be escorted by po¬ 
lice officers to the start of 


the stage. 

With his team not strong 
enough to protect him in 
the mountains, Alaphilippe 
worked alone in the Alps 
and ultimately paid for his 
exha usting effo rts, c ra c king 
underthe pressure of Ineos 
a nd J umbo-Visma tea msto 
drop to fifth place overall. 
But Alaphilippe's impres¬ 
sive victory in the individual 
time trial ahead of Thom¬ 
as — a specialist in the 
race against the clock — 
combined with his natural 
flair and the bold attacks 
that helped him seize the 
limelight in the short and 
punchy climbs he loves so 
much, bode very well for 
the coming years. 

"He should certainly have 
a go at the general classi¬ 
fication when he's ready," 
Ineos manager Dave Brails- 
ford, who haswon seven of 
the last eight Tours with four 
different winners, told The 
Associated Press. 

But Brailsford believes that 
Alaphilippe's transforma¬ 
tion into a potential Grand 


Tourwinnerwould require a 
different approach to the 
Tour and a different style of 
racing, certainly less flam¬ 
boyant. 

"Fighting forthe overall title 
is different mentally," Bra ils¬ 
ford said. "So he's got to be 
ready for that. For now, he 
enjoys riding his bike. If he 
takes that flair and enthu¬ 
siasm away, and gets re¬ 
ally focused on the three 
weeks, rides in maybe a 
different way, that's some¬ 
thing that he ought to see 
three years down the line." 
Pinot's situa tio n is slig htly d if- 
ferent. A confirmed climber 
with a team capable of 
supporting him in the moun- 
tains, he arrived at the Tour 
in the form of his life after 
focusing on the Giro d'Italia 
la st year. 

Having spent weeks based 
in the Alps with all the big 
mountain stages in mind, 
Pinot showed from the start 
he would be a force to be 
reckoned with when he 
jumped on Alaphilippe's 
wheel during the hilly Stage 


8 to Saint-Etienne to gain 
time onThomasand Bemal. 
Pinot also showed a new¬ 
ly found mental fortitude 
later in the race, quickly 
bouncing back after the 
lossof 1 minute, 40 seconds 
in crosswinds An emotion¬ 
al rider, Pinot responded 
with a display of class and 
power in the Pyrenees. In 
the southwestern mountain 
range, he stood out from 
the rest, even putting the 
pure climber Bemal on the 
back foot with devastating 
acceleration which earned 
him a prestige win at the 
Tourmalet summit. 

But Pinot's fragile health 
overtook his challenge. His 
Tour abruptly ended Friday 
in the arms of William Bon¬ 
net, the teammate who 
rode by his side in the last 
meters before his with¬ 
drawal, his left leg badly af¬ 
fected by a muscular injury 
sustained earlier in the final 
week. 

A third-place finisher at the 
2014 Tour, Pinot has not fin¬ 
ished his home race since 
2015. On Saturday morn¬ 
ing, he still had to choke 
back tears when speaking 
to a TV crew about his with¬ 
drawal. But he has prom¬ 
ised to come back in 2020. 
'The confidence I have in 
Thibaut Pinot is enormous 
He is a great rider and 
will remain a great rider," 
FDJ-Groupama manager 
Marc Madiot said. "He al¬ 
ways gets back on his feet, 

I believe the best is still to 
come." 

And maybe not just for Pi¬ 
not. 'There are some really 
good French riders at the 
minute,"Brailsford said. 'Ob¬ 
viously, the Bardet and Pi¬ 
not generation. But under¬ 
neath there is a new gen¬ 
eration of young French 
ridenscoming through." 

Bra ilsford, who said a few 
yearsago he would love to 
develop a French winner 
within his team, has intrigu- 
ingly not given up on the 
idea. At Ineos, riders are 
split in two main groupsde- 
pending on theirage. 
'We've been working hard 
with the younger group in 
their preparation," he said. 
'That's where potentially 
having some very talented 
French riders in that group 
would be fantastic 
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AP Explains How big a threat isan electromagnet c attack? 



In this Monday, J uly 22, 2019, file photo, people walk on a street during a blackout in Caracas, 
Venezuela. 

Associated Press 


By CATHY BUSSEWTTZ 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — When 
much of Venezuela was 
plunged into darkness af¬ 
ter a massive blackout this 
week, President Nicolas 
Madura blamed the power 
outage on an "electromag¬ 
netic attack"carried out by 
the U.S. 

The claim was met with 
skepticism. Blackouts are a 
reg retta b ly freq ue nt pa rt of 
life in Venezuela, where the 
electric grid has fallen into 
serious disrepair. And Mad¬ 
ura's administration provid¬ 
ed no evidence of an elec¬ 
tromagnetic attack. 

"In Venezuela, it's a lot eas¬ 
ier for him to say we did 
something to him than he 
did it to himself," said Sha¬ 
ron Burke, senior adviser 
at New America, a non¬ 
partisan think tank, and 
former assistant secretary 
of defense for operational 
energy at the Department 
of Defense. 'Their grid, it's 
decrepit. It's been in very 
poor shape. They've been 
starving their infrastructure 
for years." 

Nevertheless, Madura's 
claim has raised questions 
over what exactly is an 
electromagnetic attack, 
how likely is it to occur and 
what impact could it have. 
WHAT IS AN ELECTROMAG¬ 
NETIC ATTACK? 

The phrase "electromag¬ 
netic attack" can refer to 
different things, but in this 
context most likely refers 
to a high-altitude electro¬ 
magnetic pulse generated 
when a nuclear weapon is 
detonated in space, about 
30 kilometers above the 
Earth's surface. Once the 
weapon is detonated, an 
electromagnetic pulse can 
travel to the Earth's surface 
and disrupt a wide variety 
of technology systems from 
appliances to a nation's 
electric grid. Some char¬ 
acteristics of an electro¬ 
magnetic pulse are similar 


to disturbances caused by 
solar flares. 

There are also smallerelec- 
tromagnetic pulse weap¬ 
ons that are being devel¬ 
oped, but they would be 
unlikely to cause a power 
outage aslarge asthe one 
Venezuela experienced, 
experts said. 

The term electromagnet¬ 
ic attack also can refer 
cryptography, or an at¬ 
tack where the perpetra¬ 
tor is seeking secret keys 
or passwords, but that's 
more likely to be directed 
at portable electronic de¬ 
vices, not electric grids, 
said Shucheng Yu, an asso¬ 
ciate professorof electrical 
& computerengineering at 
Stevens Institute of Technol¬ 
ogy. 

HAS ELECTRO MAG NETIC 
PULSE TECHONLOGY EVER 
BEEN USED? 

In the 1962, during the Cold 
War, the U.S. detonated a 
nuclear weapon above 
the atmosphere over the 
Pacific Ocean, and the 
experiment — known as 
Starfish Prime — knocked 
out power to traffic lights 


and telecommunications in 
parts of Honolulu, illuminat¬ 
ing the sky and even lead¬ 
ing hotels to host viewing 
parties, according to news 
reports 

Russia conducted a series 
of "high-altitude nuclear 
bursts" in 1961 and 1962 to 
test electromagnetic pulse 
impacts over Kazakhstan 
and destroyed that coun¬ 
try's electrical grid, accord¬ 
ing to testimony to Con¬ 
gress from the Commission 
to Assess the Threat to the 
United States from Electro¬ 
magnetic Pulse Attack. 
COULD VENEZUELA HAVE 
SUFFERED FROM AN ELEC¬ 
TROMAGNETIC ATTACK? 
While several countries 
have capabilities to deto¬ 
nate a nuclear weapon 
and cause an electromag¬ 
netic pulse, it's unlikely that 
sue ha maneuverwould es¬ 
cape the worid'sattention. 
"If he's suggesting that the 
U.S. detonated a nuclear 
weapon above the at¬ 
mosphere, you think that 
would happen without 
anyone noticing? I don't 
think so," Burke said of Mad¬ 


ura's claim. 'You can't se¬ 
cretly detonate a nuclear 
weapon." 

A senior U.S. administration 
official said Madura is to 
blame forthe latest black¬ 
out because his govern¬ 
ment has mismanaged the 
economy and is responsi¬ 
ble forthe destruction of his 
country's infrastructure. The 
official was not authorized 
to respond to questions 
about the blackout and 
spoke only on condition of 
anonymity. 

Unlike a cyberattack, 
which can be carried out 
by a hackerina basement, 
generating an electromag¬ 
netic pulse requiresa state- 
sponsored weapon. 

"It's hard to imagine that 
actor being incentivized to 
pull off and conduct such 
an attack. It would be pret¬ 
ty aggressive to do that," 
said David Weinstein, chief 
security officeratClaroty, a 
security company that spe¬ 
cializes in protecting infra¬ 
structure. "Also, the power 
fails easily in Venezuela 
anyway, so it's almost like a 
waste of the capability." 
HOW MUCH OF A THREAT 
DOES AN ELECTROMAG¬ 
NETIC PULSE ATTACK POSE? 
It depends on who you 
ask. While the technology 
to launch an electromag¬ 
netic attack exists, and 
the impacts could cause 
widespread damage to 
electronics, some security 


experts believe the likeli¬ 
hood of such an attack is 
low and the threat is over¬ 
stated. 

"If they want to knock out 
the grid, I was trying to 
think of 12 ways to do it, 
thiswouldn't be high on the 
list," said Bill Hogan, profes¬ 
sor of global energy policy 
at Harvard University. 'The 
(U.S.) system is run very 
conservatively, there's a lot 
of redundancy, and you'd 
have to be pretty sophisti¬ 
cated to knock out a lot of 
it." 

Others are convinced that 
an electromagnetic attack 
could wipe out vast swaths 
of the U.S. power grid for 
prolonged periods, poten¬ 
tially killing most Americans 
The Electric Power Re¬ 
search Institute, a think tank 
funded primarily by utilities, 
found in an April study that 
an electromagnetic pulse 
could trigger regional ser¬ 
vice interruptions but would 
not likely trigger a nation¬ 
wide grid failure in the U.S. 
But the Commission to As¬ 
sess the Threat to the Unit¬ 
ed Statesfrom Electromag¬ 
netic Pulse Attack, which 
has been sounding the 
alarm on the possibility of 
this type of attack for years, 
said in 2017 Congressional 
testimony that a nuclear 
electromagnetic pulse at¬ 
tack would inflict massive 
widespread damage to 
the electric grid. An at¬ 
tack on the U.S., it warned, 
would inevitably lead to 
a widespread protracted 
blackout and thousands of 
electronic systemscould be 
destroyed, risking millions 
of lives President Donald 
Trump called on the Secre¬ 
tary of Defense to conduct 
research to understand the 
effects of EMPs in an exec¬ 
utive order in March, and 
called on the Secretary of 
State to work with allies to 
boost resilience to poten¬ 
tial impacts to EMPs. 

"I think it's a good thing that 
awareness has grown, and 
the potential risks and con¬ 
sequences have captured 
people's attention, but at 
the same time, the much 
more practical and frankly 
the threat that we're fac¬ 
ing on a day-to-day basis is 
the cyberthreat,"Weinstein 
said .□ 
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Financial therapy: What it is and who needs H? 



This April 3, 2019, file photo shows a tip box filled with U.S. currency in New York. 

Associated Press 


By SARAH SKIDMORE SELL 
Associated Press 

Money is about more than 
numbers: emotions are of¬ 
ten at play too. J ust asyou 
can seek professional help 
forunhealthy issues in life, fi¬ 
nancial therapistscan help 
you deal with problems re¬ 
lated to money. 

WHAT IS IT? 

Financial therapy is the 
practice of helping people 
with how they think, feel 
and behave with money 
to improve theirwell-being, 
according to the Financial 
Therapy Association. 

It's a relatively new niche. 
The FTA — a professional 
organization created to set 
standards for the industry 
— was established in 2010 
and began to offer certifi¬ 
cations this year, FTA presi- 
dentMeghaan Lurtzsaid. 
The service is generally 
provided by a financial or 
mental health profession¬ 
al. The FTA offers varying 
degrees of certification, 
which leadsto differing de¬ 
grees of assistance, based 
on the provider's level of 
education and training. 
Financial therapy could be 
assistance for people who 
can't keep tabs on their 
cash, or help for couples 
who regularly fight about 
money. But it can also in¬ 
clude more serious matters 
like gambling addiction. 
'We all have stuff that 
is good and that is bad 
about our relationship with 
money,"Lurtzsaid. "It'sreal¬ 
ly hard to change a belief 
or habit if you don't even 
know where orwhy you are 
doing it." 

WHAT DO THE THERAPISTS 
DO? 

It dependson who you see 
and what you are seeing 
them for. 

If you are seeing a fam¬ 
ily and marriage therapist 
about issues in your rela¬ 
tionship and money is a 
major sticking point, some¬ 
one with a specialty in fi¬ 
nancial therapy may be 
able to better sort through 
those. If you go to see a 
financial adviser and they 
work in the financial ther¬ 
apy space, they may be 
able to elicit betteranswers 
from you on how you feel 
about retirement or how 


market volatility makes you 
feel, and what that means 
foryourfinancial planning. 
However, a financial ad¬ 
viser should not be helping 
you with mental health is¬ 
sues like depression. Part 
of the training is recogniz¬ 
ing when to refer a client 
to get the help they need. 
Similarly, a therapist should 
not be providing financial 
advice, such as what stock 
to buy. 

Fina nc ia I thera py is not reg¬ 
ulated but people who re¬ 
ceive the certification are 
held to their own licensure 
and industry standards 
People who receive the first 
level of FTA certification, 
such as a fee-only certified 
financial planner, aren't 
providing therapy in a tradi¬ 
tional sense but do have a 
more informed position on 
emotional aspects of mon¬ 
ey. Only those with some 
mental health training or 
who are actively licensed 
mental health profession¬ 
als, such asa social worker, 
psychologist or family and 
marriage therapist, can re¬ 
ceive the higher-tier certifi¬ 
cation. 

"My ears are more highly 
attuned to money issues 
and I can go into more de¬ 
tail about money," said Ed 
Coambs, a certified finan¬ 
cial planner and licensed 
family and marriage thera¬ 
pist who specializes in fi¬ 
nancial therapy. 

Coambs recently had a cli¬ 


ent who is going through 
a separation, and the ex- 
husband wasn't making 
agreed upon support pay¬ 
ments. So while helping 
the patient deal with grief 
over the separation itself, 
Coambs could also rec¬ 
ognize and help address 
some repeattrauma about 
money from the patient's 
childhood. 

WHO NEEDSONE? 
According to financial 
therapists, everyone could 
stand to benefit. But in real¬ 
ity, those whose issues with 
money are interfering with 
their life or relationships a re 
likely the best candidates 
People who are in finan¬ 
cial distress — such as hid¬ 
ing purchases, spending 
compulsively or avoid¬ 
ing their financial state¬ 
ments — definitely should 
seek help, according to 
Coambs. But people who 
have a childhood with a 
lot of conflict a bout money 
or have disorders such as 
obsessive compulsive disor¬ 
der or post-traumatic stress 
disorder may also want to 
considerif that is impacting 
theirfinanciaI well-being as 
well. 

A therapist or other mental 
health professional will be 
able to tie theirunderstand- 
ing of the human psyche 
to the relationship with 
money, he said. Whereasa 
financial planner might be 
using some therapeutic skill 
in their planning. 


Sarah Swantnersaid that in 
herworkasa financial plan¬ 
ner, she has often found 
coupleswho cannotagree 
or people who say they 
want to make changes 
but cannot. Herfirm, Kahler 
Financial Group, puts an 
emphasis on understand¬ 
ing and working with the 
emotional side of money. 
Ultimately, she went back 
to school to get a master's 
degree in mental health 
counseling to enhance her 
work. 

"If you have a relationship 


Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

International Monetary 
Fund says the cumulative 
decline of the Venezuelan 
economy since 2013 will 
surpass 60% and is among 
the deepest five-year con¬ 
tractions the world has 
seen overthe last half cen¬ 
tury. 

Alejandro Wemer is direc¬ 
tor of the IMF's Western 
Hemisphere Department. 
He describes the Venezu¬ 
elan decline asa "historical 
case"because itisunprec- 


with a client long enough 
there may be some issues 
either a bout anxiety about 
investing ora life change — 
like inheritance ordivorce," 
Swantnersaid. 'We want a II 
our planners to have some 
listening and solving skills" 
It's not just for those with 
money problems either. 
Sometimes people with 
wealth struggle with how 
to manage it or have guilt 
about it. Swantner'sfirm of¬ 
fers hourly financial coach¬ 
ing and therapy for non-fi- 
nancial planning clients as 
well. 

"Even if we are great with 
money, we all have feel- 
ingsthatare causing angst 
somewhere," she said. "It 
helps to stop and think 
about why. How would my 
life be different if I didn't 
believe this - it's not just for 
people with 'problems.'" 
HOW DO I HND ONE? 

The FTA has a searchable 
database forfinancial ther¬ 
apists nearyou. 

In some cases, you may 
be better off with another 
kind of a professional. A 
licensed therapist or psy¬ 
chologist can help with 
many emotional and men- 
ta I hea Ith issues A fina nc ia I 
planner (look for a fee-only 
one) can help you develop 
a strategy for your finances 
now and in the future.Q 


edented in the hemisphere 
and also because it is the 
only one of the top global 
five-year contractions that 
is unrelated to armed con¬ 
flicts or natural disasters. 

The IMF on Monday also 
adjusted its 2019 forecast 
for the South American 
country to a contraction 
of 35% —up from the 25% 
decline expected back in 
April —due to a sharp fall 
in the oil production, which 
has already plunged to 
its lowest level in seven 
decadesQ 


IMR Venezuela's 
economic decline 
among most severe 
globally 
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Difficulty Level ★★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Educ. TV 
network 

4 Main artery 

9 In jokingly 

13 Little children 

15 Workers’group 

16 Nagging pain 

17 “Take a hike!” 

18 Unflinching 

19 Bar tab 

20 Plato’s famous 
pupil 

22 Slow gait 

23 Chocolate _ 
cookies 

24 Snoop 

26 Make ill 

29 Plant scientist 

34 _ as a peacock 

35 _ out; utter 
impulsively 

36 “Need I _ 
more?” 

37 Skateboarder’s 
incline 

38 Devoutness 

39 Polio vaccine 
developer 

40 Suffix for origin 
or liquid 

41 Spouses 

42 Depart 

43 Fastened with a 
rope 

45 Jigsaw puzzle 
bits 

46 Polish off 

47 Chore 

48 Opposite of 
“Giddyap!” 

51 South American 
nation 

56 Raise, as kids 

57 24 _ gold 

58 _ off; dozes 

60 Martial _; judo, 
karate, etc. 

61 Jagged 

62 Stare 

63 Bothersome 
person 

64 Made clothing 

65 Witch’s spell 

DOWN 

1 Half-qts. 

2 _ Raton, FL 



Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 

3 Asterisk 

4 U.S. state capital 

5 of Old 
Smokey” 

6 Hilarious person 

7 Labor 

8 Lineage 

9 Actress Smith 

10 Cave sound 

11 Send a parcel 

12 Frenchman’s 
head 

14 Heist 
21 Lean-to 

25 Boone or Sajak 

26 “Jack _ could 
eat no fat...” 

27 Cross 

28 Powdered 
cleanser 

29 Lose vital fluid 

30 Pitcher’s delights 

31 Sir _ Newton 

32 Ointment 

33 Trike riders 
35 Fisherman’s 

hope 

38 _ of; has a 
share in 

39 Looking for 


Monday’s Puzzle Solved 
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41 “Cry _ River” 

42 “Schindler’s 
Liam Neeson film 

44 William 
Randolph or 
Patty 

45 Breathed heavily 

47 Mock 

48 Envelop 


49 Roll call 
response 

50 Stable dinner 

52 Seldom seen 

53 Expand 

54 Ark builder 

55 Tool with an 
arched blade 

59 Gender 
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India's tiger population 
rises to nearly 3,000 
animals 


Classifieds 


Halley Time Travel 


ByASHOKSHARMA 
NEW DELHI (AP) — India's 
tiger population hasgrown 
to nearly 3,000, making the 
country one of the safest 
habitats for the endan¬ 
gered animals. 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi released the tiger 
count for 2018 on Monday 
said it's a "historic achieve¬ 
ment" for India as the big 
cat's population had dwin¬ 
dled to 1,400 about 14-15 
yearsago. 

India estimatesitstigerpop- 
ulation every fouryears. En¬ 
vironment Minister Prakash 


ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale 

Commercial property close to 
the new Container Port in 
Barcadera, build-up 424 m2, 
land 2400 m2 for $337,078. 
For more details 
contact Mito at 593 6318 


Javadekar said the tiger 
population was2,226 in the 
last count, in 2014. 

"Nine yearsago, it was de¬ 
cided in St. Petersburg (Rus¬ 
sia) that the target of dou¬ 
bling the tiger population 
would be 2022. We in India 
completed this target four 
years in advance," he said. 
He also said that the num¬ 
ber of protected areas in 
the country has risen to 
860 last year from 692 in 
2014. Similarly, the number 
of community reserves has 
gone up to 100 from 43 in 
20140 


For Sale 

Spacious House in Ruby/Noord 
3 bedrooms, 3.5 bathrooms, 
pool, build-up 320 m2 and for 
$446,000 including furnitures 
and appliances 
Contact Mito at 593 6318 


Marriott Ocean Club 

Gold Season 
1BR Ocean View $5K 
2BR Ocean View $8K 
2BR OceanFront $12 K 

La Cabana 

Studio wk 29 & 30( Saturday) 
2sd floor pool/ocean $3000 each 

Marriott Surf Club 

Gold Season 
2BR Gardenview $7K 
2BR Oceanview $8K 
2BR Oceanside $9K 
2BR Oceanfront $12K 
3BR Ocean View $15K 

Renaissance Suites 

1 BR WK #32 3 rd floor 
Pool/Ocean View $ 5000 
Costa Linda Beach Resort 

2 BR WK # 31 grond floor 
Light House view on the Eagle 
Beach 

$10,000 

Casa Del Mar 

2 BR wk#34 3rd Floor 


FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

week 29, 2 bedrooms 
$6,000 sat-sat 
week 30 1 bedroom 
$5,000 sat-sat 
Pis call: 742 2576 
e-mail: 

sales@arubadirectdeals.com 

_ 211529 


FOR RENT OR SALE 
PARADISE BEACH VILLAS 

2 bedr, suites P.O. views 
wks 31,32,52,1,8,9 
also other wks for rent or switch 
Call 941 343 1088 USA 

_ 211548 
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Editor 

Caribbean Speed Ptfnters NY. 
Aruba Bank N.YAtc.#332668 
Caribbean Mercantile Bank N.V. 
#219 51903 

RBC Royal Bank Acc #1330772 

Assistant Director 

Xiomara Arends 


ASSOCIATED REALTORS 


211651 


211651 


Ocean view $ 8000 


twDAY B^NDIA 



Aruba Divi Phoenix 
1 BR WK#30 building 6 
3rd floor 30weeks remain $8000 

Call: 630 1307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
arubaresalesrealty@hotmail.com 
facebookpage:resales&realty 

ST^JP 

Violence Against Women 

ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale 

Gorgeous two story house on a 
hill with ocean/country view in 
Paradera, 3 bedrooms/ 

3 bathrooms with pool for 
$470,000 

Call Mito at 593 6318 
for more details 



TIMESHARES FOR SALE! 
AMAZING DEALS UP FOR GRABS! 


Renaissance Aruba 
We«k 4 Unit 2355 - $7,000 
Week 77 Unit 2520 - $3,200 
Week 27 Unit 2147 
Week 30 Unit 2546 
Week 30 Unit 2307 
Week 31 Unit 2307 
Week 33 Unit 2535 
Week 36 Unit 2315 




$5,000 

$5,500 

$3,500 

$3,500 

$6,000 

$ 2,000 


La Cabana BRC 

Week 29 Unit 41 9D - $2,000 {Ind. T. Pee) \ 
Week 30 Unit 4190- $2,000 (Incl. T. Fee) 
Week 30 Unit 227A - $3,500 
Week 33 Unit 138A - $2,250 
Week 34 Unit 138A - $2,250 
Week 36 Unit 1248 - $4,000 
Week 45 Unit 424AB - $16,400 
Week 46 Unit 31 6C - $5,200 



CALL 115 AT (297) 737 3006 OR E-MAIL AT ZACH@BUYARUBATtMESHARES.COM 
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DOCTOR ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 

IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


Y 


HEALTH 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Eagle Tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas: 

Centro Medico Tel. 584 5794 


OTHER 


EMERGENCY 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 
115 

582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 

A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 

TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



July 30 

Disney Fantasy 
Freedom of the Seas 

July 31 

Monarch / Freewinds 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Oysberseeding: A tangible, physical 1 way to help the water 



In this J uly 25, 2019 photo, C hristine Thompson, an assistant professor at Stoc kton University, looks 
through bags of young oysters growing on whelk shells as part of an oyster restoration program 
being done by the American Littoral Society in Ocean Gate, N.J. 

Associated Press 


OCEAN GATE, N.J. (AP) — 

Restoring oyster beds and 
helping keep the water 
clean isn't just for scientists 
and environmental groups 
anymore. 

Students, younger children 
and those with no particu¬ 
lar scientific background 
like the idea that some¬ 
thing they do this morning 
can be helping the earth 
by this afternoon. 

Kenna Allocco, 12, of 
Beachwood, New Jersey, 
recently helped remove 
bags of whelk shells with 
baby oysters attached to 
them from a bubbling tank 
in preparation fortheirjour¬ 
ney to a Bamegat Bay reef, 
in between asking a dozen 
or so incisive questions of 
program leaders. 

"I'm interested in how all 
the animal species inter¬ 
act with each other, and 
in biodiversity," she said. 
"We're learning about this 
in school. I made a speech 
about the problem of plas¬ 
tic pollution in the ocean, 
and I scared my entire 
class. None of them uses 
plastic straws anymore." 

The efforts are part of a 
worldwide effort by scien¬ 
tists and volunteer environ¬ 
mentalists to dump millions 
of baby oysters into wa¬ 
terways where they once 
thrived before overharvest¬ 
ing and pollution virtually 
wiped out the shellfish. 

In addition to helping im¬ 
prove water quality and 
stabilize shorelines against 
strong storms, many people 
involved in the oysterseed- 


ing projects say one of their 
best benefits is providing 
an immediate, easy way 
for people to get involved 
and help the environment. 
"It's a very real, tangible, 
physical thing you can do 
and see that it is helpful to 
the environment,"said Tack 
Royle, a habitat restoration 
coordinatorwith the Ameri¬ 
can Littoral Society, a New 
J ersey coastal environmen¬ 
tal group. 'You place the 
seed oysters in the tank, 
you watch them grow 
and you put them into ac¬ 
tion when you dump them 
overboard." 


The Littoral Society was one 
of two New J ersey environ¬ 
mental groups to carry out 
oyster seeding projects in 
the past two weeks. 

The New York/New Jersey 
Baykeeper group is add¬ 
ing to a n a rtific ia I reef it has 
built for oysters along the 
shoreline of the Earle Naval 
Weapons Station in Middle- 
town, where the shoreline 
was ripped up by Super- 
storm Sandy in 2012. Both 
have been cultivating and 
growing oysters in New J er¬ 
sey baysforyears. 

Meredith Comi, restoration 
directorforBaykeeper, said 


the baby oysters attach 
themselves to the rows of 
concrete castlesthe group 
dumped a few hundred 
feet from shore. As the 
shells grow, they expand 
the mass and shape of 
the reef, providing "speed 
bumps against wave ac¬ 
tion during storms,"she said. 
A Baykeeperprojectin mid- 
J uly placed a million young 
oysters near the heavily 
guarded Navy pier. Over 
the past 10 years, they've 
set out 4 million of them in 
va rious spots. 

Snce it built the base of 
an oyster reef using emp¬ 


ty whelk shells in Ocean 
Gate, New J ersey, in 2015, 
the Littoral Society has 
placed 6.3 million oysters 
on those shells, estimating 
that about 207,000 remain 
alive and growing. 

At least 70 million more 
could be planted in the 
next few years, said Capt. 
Al Modjeski, an official with 
the Littoral Society. 

Once they reach the wa¬ 
ter, the oysters have about 
a 10 percent survival rate, 
scientists say. 

Oyster restoration projects 
are underway or have re¬ 
cently been completed in 
San Francisco Bay; Puget 
Sound near Seattle; in 
coastalsaltpondsin Rhode 
Island and the state's Nar- 
ragansett Bay; in the Caro¬ 
lina s; in Florida and the oth- 
erGulf Coast states; in New 
Hampshire; and particu¬ 
larly in Chesapeake Bay 
in Maryland and Virginia, 
where some of the nation's 
biggest oyster restoration 
programs have been un¬ 
derway foryears. 

Since launching in 2014, an 
effort to restore oysters in 
New York Ha rborca lied the 
Billion Oyster Project has 
planted over28 million oys¬ 
ters, with the goal of reach¬ 
ing a billion by 2035. 

In Europe, oyster restoration 
projects are being done in 
England, Scotland, Ireland, 
France, the Netherlands, 
Germany and Sweden. 

The work usually involves 
scientific groups setting up 
tanks in which to cultivate 
baby oysters. □ 


Hawaii sc ientisls denied access Id existing observatories 


HONOLULU (AP) — Protests 
against construction of a 
giant telescope have halt¬ 
ed work at existing obser¬ 
vatories on the Big Island, a 
report said. 

Workers at other facilities 


on the dormant Mauna 
Kea volcano have been 
denied access by dem¬ 
onstrators opposed to the 
Thirty Meter Telescope, Ha¬ 
waii News Now reported 
Sunday. 


The Mauna Kea Observa¬ 
tories house 13 telescopes 
that have led to astronomi¬ 
cal breakthroughsformore 
than 40 years, including 
the first photo of a black 
hole and the discovery of 
the first interstellar object in 
space. 

"All we're looking to do is 
to go up the road and re¬ 
sume whatwe've been do¬ 
ing for50years,"said scien¬ 
tist Doug Simons from the 
Canada-France-Hawaii 
Telescope. 

The two-week closure of 
the access road leading to 


the summit has resulted in 
the potential loss of a yearis 
worth of discoveries, said 
Simons. The demonstra¬ 
tions have also affected 
the scientists' interactions 
with family and community 
members. 'They have these 
great bonds within their 
family and theirfriends, and 
nowthere'sa big rift there," 
said Jessica Dempsey from 
the East Asian Observatory 
and the J ames Clerk Max¬ 
well Telescope. 

The lack of access has tak¬ 
en a toll on the telescopes, 
which need continuous 


maintenance. 

'The technicians who take 
care of the equipment on 
a daily basis really care for 
those instruments like their 
babies,"said Rich Matsuda 
from the W.M. Keck Obser¬ 
vatory. "And so the inability 
to access the equipment, 
take care of it on a daily 
basis, is frustrating, disap¬ 
pointing and difficult for 
them." Demonstrators op¬ 
pose construction of the 
Thirty MeterTelescope they 
say could further damage 
land considered sacred by 
some Native HawaiiansO 
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Kathy G tiffin still working and hustling afterTrump photo 



This J uly 16, 2019 photo shows Kathy Griffin posing fora portrait in her Studio in New Yoik. 

Associated ness 


By AUCIA RANCIUO 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Kathy 
Griffin says two days into 
the fa lloutof her2017 photo 
posing with a fake severed 
head of President Donald 
Trump, she knew she should 
film whatwashappening. 
She was losing jobs, making 
headline newsand the top¬ 
ic of widespread scrutiny, 
not to mention the subject 
of a government investiga¬ 
tion into whether she was a 
credible threat. 

"I kept saying, 'I think this is 
an important, historic sto¬ 
ry, 1 " Griffin told The Associ¬ 
ated Press. 'The President 
and the Department of 
J ustice shouldn't make you 
unemployable and uninsur- 
able." 

The problem was no one 
wanted anything to do with 
her. So, she picked up her 
iPhone and began filming. 
There's no glam, no pro¬ 
duction crew — not even 
microphones Griffin says 
she just knew she needed 
to capture what was hap¬ 
pening in the moment and 


to keep it real. 

The result is a feature film, 
"Kathy Griffin: A Hell of a 
Story" that's part documen¬ 
tary, part comedy special. 
She financed it herself and 


carried a poster from inter¬ 
view to interview on a re¬ 
cent pressday. 

"Look, I made it at Kinkos, 
OK? I'm still on the D-list," 
she quipped, referring to 


the Bravo reality series that 
earned her two Emmy 
Awards. 

The documentary portion 
gets raw, Griffin said. "Like 
ugly Kathy, no makeup, cry¬ 


ing." But it's a Iso funny. G rif- 
fin taped stand-up that's 
edited into the film. (She 
tried to sell it as a stand¬ 
alone comedy special and 
"nobody would even look 
at it.") 

The film was well-received 
at SXSW earlier this year. 
Fathom Events agreed to 
show it J uly 31 in 700 U.S. 
theaters. What happens 
next is anyone's guess — 
Griffin just knows she will 
keep hustling and she's not 
giving up. 

"I just want people to know 
you don't have to go 
down. You can take a few 
punches, butafterl kickthe 
bucket, I want somebody 
to go, You know that crazy 
red head? Theygotherbut 
she did n't go down.'" 

If you miss one of the show¬ 
ings on J uly 31, Griffin is the 
first to admit she doesn't 
know how fans can see it 
next. She's hoping it gets 
picked up somewhere and 
she'd like to see it avail¬ 
able internationally as well, 
teaching as much about 
Griffin as Trump.□ 


'Sira nger Things' breakout star is a spunky seventh grader 



This image released by Netflix shows Priah Ferguson, center, in a scene from "StrangerThings." 

Associated Press 


By MARK KENNEDY 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — One 

of the breakout stars of 
"Stranger Things" is an ac¬ 
tress who wants to do more 
action roles and maybe 
get behind the camera. But 
first, there's seventh grade. 
Priah Ferguson, a 12-year- 
old Atlanta middle school¬ 
er, has given season 3 of 
the sci-fi, back-to-the-'80s 
Netflix show a jolt of sassy 
electricity. 

Priah plays Erica, a My 
Little Pony-obsessed, He- 
Man stealing, walkie-talkie 
intercepting little sister of 
Lucas, played by Caleb 
McLaughlin. 

"She's a very confident per¬ 
son and I'm confident," Pri¬ 
ah said. "She'sa leader. I'm 
a leader. So we have a lot 
of similarities" 

The actress, who previously 
has had minor roles on "At¬ 
lanta" and "Mercy Street," 
had quick-or-you'll-miss it 
moments in season 2 of 
"Stranger Things" but has 
roared into the new one 
with an action sequence 


and catchphraseslike 'You 
can't spell America without 
Erica "and ') ust the facts." 
She was handed a helmet 
fitted with flashlights and 
sent though the ventila¬ 
tion shaftsof Starcourt Mall 
to discover what a secret 
group of Russians was hid¬ 
ing. Forthis, she earned her 
reward: "Free. Ice. Cream. 
For. Life." 

"I got to do like a little stunt. 
So I was like, 'Wow this 


is something I've always 
wanted to do,"' she said. 
'That was cool." 

Her Erica has spunk and 
verve, liable to scream 
into a walkie-talkie: 'Code 
red? I got a code for you 
instead. It's called code 
shut your mouth." Erica will 
not stand for nerdiness but 
there's a little nerd in her, 
too. 

"She's an anti-nerd nerd," 
the actress says. "A lot of 


people have a little nerdi¬ 
ness in them. 

I have a little nerdiness in 
me." 

Adjua Ferguson, her moth¬ 
er, said she and her hus¬ 
band recognized artistic 
potential in their daughter 
when she wasjust 2. 

'She was an expressive 
baby— she aIwayshad the 
most unique expressions 
and reactions She always 
had an old soul. She would 


just respond to things be¬ 
yond her years, very con¬ 
versational," she said. "From 
there, people kept saying 
she had something spe¬ 
cial." 

Priah hopes to continue 
acting and maybe direct 
one day aswell. But staying 
a kid is also a goal. She's 
not planning to return to 
herschool'sdrama club this 
fall. 

"I want to separate my act¬ 
ing from school. It just got 
to be a little too much," 
she said. "It's just too much 
drama." 

She's taking that message 
across the country, team¬ 
ing up with applesauce 
and yogurt-pouch maker 
GoGo squeeZ to encour¬ 
age kids to put aside their 
devicesand embrace un¬ 
structured play as part of 
the "BETime" initiative. 

"I love having free time to 
stay off my phone, even 
though I love my phone," 
she sa id. "At times it c a n just 
be draining. You just need 
a time to really see the real 
world.'□ 
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Scorsese's The Irishman' to premiere at New York Film Fest 


By JAKE COYLE 
Associated ness 
NEW YORK (AP) — Martin 
Scorsese's big-budget ma¬ 
fia epic 'The Irishman" will 
premiere as the opening 
night film at the 57th New 
York Film Festival, Film at 
Lincoln Center announced 
Monday. 

The selection, with the pre¬ 
miere set for September 
27, gives Scorsese a home¬ 
town launch for one of his 
most anticipated films. 'The 


Irishman" is Scorsese's $125 
million Netflix film about 
the reflections of a former 
Jimmy Hoffa associate 
and hit man. Its genre and 
cast — including Robert 
De Nino as Frank 'The Irish¬ 
man" Sheeran, Al Pacino as 
J immy Hoffa and J oe Pesci 
as Russell Bufalino — have 
long tantalized fans of the 
76-year-old filmmaker. 

"It's in the milieu of the pic¬ 
tures we've done together 
and are known for, in a 
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This image released by Netflix shows J oe Pesci, left and Robert De Niro in a scene from The Irish¬ 
man." 

Associated Press 


sense, but I hope from a 
different vantage point," 
Scorsese said earlier this 
year at a Tribeca Film Fes¬ 
tival event. 'Years have 
gone by a nd we see things 
in a special way, I hope." 
New York Film Festiva I Direc¬ 
tor Kent J ones, a frequent 
collaborator with Scorsese, 
said in a statement that 
'The Irishma n" is 'the work of 
masters, made with a com¬ 
mand of the art of cinema 


that I've seen very rarely in 
my lifetime, and it plays out 
at a level of subtlety and 
human intimacy that truly 
stunned me." 

Netflix is planning a robust 
awards season push for 
'The Irishman," including a 
not-yet-dated release in se¬ 
lect theaters later this year. 
How widely Netflix will re¬ 
lease it remains to be seen; 
major theater chains have 
thusfarrefused to playfilms 


that don't adhere to a tra¬ 
ditional exclusive theatri¬ 
cal release window of 90 
days Netflix has said hold¬ 
ing movies back from its 
streaming service doesn't 
serve its subscribers. 

In an interview with The 
Associated Press in June, 
Scorsese said Netflix was 
the only one willing to 
bankroll the ambitious film, 
based on Charles Brandt's "I 
Heard You Paint Houses'O 


The Russian' is a preposterous thriller 



This cover image released by 
St Martin's Press shows 'The 
Russian," a novel by Ben Coes. 

Associated Press 

ByBRUCEDESILVA 
Associated Press 

'The Russian: a Novel" (St. 
Martin's Press), by Ben Coes 
When two American politi¬ 
cians are assassinated by 
the Russian mafia, the sit¬ 


ting U.S. president whips 
outa supersec ret codicil to 
the U.S Constitution autho¬ 
rizing him to ignore federal 
law in an emergency. His 
plan: create a clandestine 
hit squad to hunt down 
and kill those responsible. 
Author Ben Coes depicts 
the criminal organization 
as vast, ruthless and well- 
armed, yet the president 
concludes that two men 
— the intelligence service's 
most efficient killers — will 
suffice. If they were Marvel 
superheroes, maybe so, but 
when one of them is killed 
before they get started, it's 
clearthey are not. 
Nevertheless, the surviving 
member, Rob Tacoma, is 
dispatched to accomplish 
the mission largely on his 
own. Thrillers are often far¬ 
fetched but seldom this 
preposterous. In "The Rus¬ 
sian," the ninth novel by 


Ben Coes, whose work has 
appeared onThe New York 
Times best-seller list, absur¬ 
dities a bound. 

Tacoma is an undercover 
operative whose identity 
is a national secret. Yet his 
enemies find his photo in a 
back issue of People mag¬ 
azine, which named him 
one of the world's sexiest 
men after he thwarted a 
terrorist attack. 

He is supposed to avoid 
being noticed, yet he fre¬ 
quently exceeds 100 miles 
an hour in a series of flashy 
European sportscars. 

He is supposed to be skilled 
and ruthless. Yet when he 
discovers an ally's body 
hanging from a rope atthe 
foot of some stairs — and 
knows the killers are lurking 
just above — he cuts down 
the body and gently lowers 
it to the floor before focus¬ 
ing on the dangerO 
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Actressesofcolormake equal-pay quest a group effort 



Ibis Dec. 10, 2018 file photo shows actresses Jessica Alba, left; and Gabrielle Union at an NBA 
basketball game between the los Angeles Lakers and the Miami Heat in Los Angeles 

Associated ness 


Associated ness 
IDS ANGELES (AP) — Ac¬ 
tresses of color are getting 
more roles and acclaim, 
but not commensurate 
money. Recognizing that 
achieving change isn't 
a solo act, they looked 
for help — and found it in 
each other. 

Giving colleagues a peek 
at their paychecks, speak¬ 
ing out about economic 
disparity and using hard- 
won success to boost oth¬ 
ers are among the mea¬ 
sures slowly gaining trac¬ 
tion in an industry where 
most actors are hunting 
for their next freelance job 
and women of color face 
entrenched barriers. 

'One of the first things we 
say is, 'Find out what the 
people around you are 
making,'" said entertain¬ 
ment lawyer Nina Shaw, a 
founding member of "limes 
Up, the organization cre¬ 
ated in 2018 to fight sexual 
misconductand workplace 
inequality. "And more and 
more, we're finding that 
people are willing to talk to 
each other." 

Without knowledge of what 
other actors with a similar 
track record are getting for 
equivalent work, "you are 
way behind the eight ball," 
said Gabrielle Union ('Think 
Uke a Man," "Being Mary 
Jane"). 

Changing entrenched be¬ 
havior takes time, Union 
said, but "little by little we're 
communicating, and wom¬ 
en of color, specifically 
blackwomen, are like, 'Oh, 
hell nah.'We are so woeful¬ 
ly underpaid, under-appre¬ 
ciated, disrespected." 

Ana de la Reguera ("Pow¬ 
er," upcoming film "Army of 
the Dead") saw the value 
of networking as part of 
"Latinas Who Lunch," an 
informal group started by 
Eva Longoria. Actresses, as 
well as writers and direc¬ 
tors, gathered to share their 
experiences and job and 
career building tips. 

'We were actually en¬ 
couraging each other to, 
say, shadow (observe) a 
director, ask to direct an 
episode, ask to be the ex¬ 
ecutive producer," de la 
Reguera said. The #MeToo 
movement consumed their 
attention last year, but she 


continues advising women 
one-on-one as they leam 
to navigate Hollywood's 
intricate system, which she 
said is more challenging 
than the still-growing indus¬ 
try in her native Mexico. 
What performerseam isdif- 
ficultto verify, say research¬ 
ers who track film and TV 
employment. Privacy con¬ 
cerns are one obvious rea¬ 
son, as are the complex 
deals that include com¬ 
pensation for acting and 
other work (as with HBO's 
"Big Uttle Ues," which Reese 
Witherspoon and Nicole 
Kidman starred in and pro¬ 
duced). 

But there is research that 
adds weight to complaints 
of disparity. In the latest 
San Diego State University 
analysis of TV's broadcast, 
cable and streaming pro¬ 
grams, women had 40 per¬ 
cent of the speaking roles 
while men had 60 percent 
in 2017-18 despite the gen- 
dersbeing evenly split in the 
population. Further limiting 
opportunities for women 
of colon 67 percent of all 
female roles went to white 
actresses, the study found. 
That exceeds the almost 


61 percent they represent 
among U.S. women. 

Asked if industry racism is 
at play, Union, who won a 
contract dispute with me¬ 
dia giant Viacom-owned 
BET over her series "Being 
Mary Jane," had a ready 
reply. 

"Based on the numbersthat 
I know that black women, 
Latinas, Asian women, in¬ 
digenous actors are mak¬ 
ing, there is no otherlogical 
reason why we are paid 
what we are paid versus 
what our contemporaries 
are paid who are lacking 
melanin,"she said. 

Less work means fewer 
chances for an actress to 
build a resume and the fan 
base that leads to more 
and better roles. Yet box- 
office receipts and "IV rat¬ 
ings show that audiences 
embrace projects with 
multiethnic casts, accord¬ 
ing to an annual Hollywood 
diversity report from the 
University of California, Los 
Angeles 

Union wanted an estab¬ 
lished actress playing op¬ 
posite her in "LA.'s Finest," 
which spins off Union's char¬ 
acter from "Bad Boys II," 


and settled onjessica Alba 
("Sin City," "Dark Angel"). As 
executive producer of the 
Spectrum TV series, Union 
was positioned to make 
that happen — and ensure 
that Alba was fairly com¬ 
pensated. 

"Because of the way my 
deal is set up, I had no 
problem giving back mon¬ 
ey to make sure Jessica 
Alba gets paid what Jes¬ 
sica Alba is worth," Union 
said. "Butyou have to have 
the studio, the network, ev¬ 
eryone to sign off on that." 
Asserting one's economic 
value can be complicated 
when the sensitive subject 
of ethnicity is involved, 
even for celebrated ac¬ 
tress Viola Davis, an Oscar 
and Emmy winner. In a 
2018 interview Davis said 
that while people have 
termed her "a black Meryl 
Streep" she isn't paid what 
she's worth. 

Davis later felt compelled 
to offer a public apology, 
telling The Associated Press 
she doesn't compare her¬ 
self to Streep, others do, 
and that she was taking 
responsibility for making the 
most of her potential with 


herown productions 
While African American 
actresses fight for pay that 
matches the stardom and 
critical acclaim they've 
achieved afterdecadesof 
struggle, the scant number 
of leading roles for actress¬ 
es of Asian and Latino de¬ 
scent isa different burden. 
Even with the box-office 
hit "Crazy Rich Asians," the 
sitcom "Fresh Off the Boat" 
and Sandra Oh's success 
in "Killing Eve," actors with 
Asian roots struggle to get 
lead roles and commensu¬ 
rate pay, said Nancy Wang 
Yuen, a Biola University pro¬ 
fessor and author of "Reel 
Inequality: Hollywood Ac¬ 
tors and Racism." 

'There isn't a kind of a con¬ 
sistent platform advocat¬ 
ing for Asia ns in Hollywood, 
and that's part of the prob¬ 
lem," she said. 

Jennifer Lopez made a 
huge leap for Latinas with 
1997's 'Selena," becoming 
the first Hispanic actress to 
earn $1 million. The impor¬ 
tance of that payday has 
grown in retrospect, said 
Lopez, who recalled that 
she felt undeserving and 
even ashamed of her suc¬ 
cess at the time. 

"But now I realize that it was 
important because our 
community needed that 
boost to say, 'Yes, we are 
just as much value as any 
other actor (in) a leading 
role in Hollywood, in a big 
film," Lopez said. 

"Everybody knows there is 
racism, there is sexism .... 
it all exists. It's just about us 
getting to the point of you 
realizing what you're worth 
and who you a re," she said. 
Awkwafina, the young 
breakout star of'Crazy Rich 
Asians" and 'The Farewell," 
findsherself in a similarposi- 
tion but forced to navigate 
among established ac¬ 
tresses fed up with the sta¬ 
tus quo and past ready to 
make waves. 

"Maybe I should inform 
myself how getting paid 
works but, at this point, I'm 
a newcomer.... And I don't 
know what I should be get¬ 
ting," she said. "But I think if 
I continue to deliver prod¬ 
ucts that are doing well 
and that a re well-received, 

I should be compensated 
fairly, right?'Q 
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Advocates: Sc hool gun c lubsteac h disc ipline, not violence 


>* 



In this photo taken Sunday, Match 17, 2019, in Dahlonega, Georgia, a student stands at the bay 
of a gun range at the University of North Georgia, carrying an air rifle and wearing specialized 
glasses. 


DAHLONEGA, Ga. (AP) — 

Theirclassmatestookto the 
streets to protest gun vio¬ 
lence and to implore adults 
to restrict guns, seeming 
to forecast a generational 
shift in attitudes toward 
the Second Amendment. 
But at high school and col¬ 
lege gun ranges around 
the country, these teens 
and young adults gather 
to practice shooting and 
talk about the positive influ¬ 
ence firearms have had on 
their lives 

What do they say they 
learn? Patience. Discipline. 
Responsibility. 

"I've never gone out onto 
a range and not learned 
something new,"said Lydia 
Odlin, a 21-year-old mem¬ 
ber of the Georgia South¬ 
ern University rifle team, 
there are an estimated 
5,000teamsat high schools 
and universities around the 
country, according to the 
National Shooting Sports 
Foundation, and theirpop- 
ula rity hasn't waned despite 
criticism after it emerged 
that the gunman who 
killed 14 students and three 
staff members at a Florida 
high school had been a 
member of the JROTC rifle 
team. The youths who are 
involved, coaches and 
pa rents say there's an enor¬ 
mous difference between 
someone bent on violence 
and school gun clubs that 
focus on safety and teach 
skills that make navigating 
life's hardshipseasier. 

The clubs use a variety of 
firearms — from air rifles that 
shoot pellets to 9 mm pistols 
that fire bullets. Its members 
invest hundreds of dollars 
in specialized stiff uniforms 
and shoes that provide 
stability and support for 
spending hours standing, 
kneeling or lying prone to 
fire at targets down range. 
Some have hopesof repre¬ 
senting the U.S. in the Olym¬ 
pics. Some simply love the 
camaraderie and mental 
focus required. 

On a recent weekend, 
close to a dozen high 
school and college gun 
team members gathered 
at the University of North 
Georgia in Dahlonega to 
work with JP O'Connor, a 
coach affiliated with USA 
Shooting, the Olympic or¬ 


ganization. For the first hour 
he only talks — not about 
techniques or scores, but 
about mental strategy. 

"I want to encourage you 
to be self-aware and to 
be disciplined about what 
you're doing," he said. "If 
you are patient with your¬ 
self, life is a lot easier — or 
less difficult." 

Manyofthe studentscame 
with their parents All of 
them say they have no 
qualms about putting a 
firearm in the hands of kids, 
many of whom are too 
young to drive a car, vote 


orbuy alcohol. 

"So many people have as¬ 
sumed — and I picked that 
word on purpose — that 
guns are bad," O'Connor 
told The Associated Press. 
"Some people are, 'I can't 
believe you're teaching 
kids to shoot.' Well, I'm not 
teaching kids to shoot. I'm 
teaching kids life skills. And 
I'm teaching them about 
a topic that is very con¬ 
tentious ... and when we 
educate people about 
something and they're 
not ignorant about it, then 
we're actually safer." 


Associated Press 

Emily Clegg from Monroe 
accompanied her 16-year- 
old daughter, Ashley, to 
O'Connor's session. Clegg 
said that in the two years 
Ashley hasbeen involved in 
the JROTC program, she's 
seen 'tremendous, positive 
things" happen to her, from 
motivation and leadership 
to learning to set goals. 
Everyone is upset by gun 
violence, "but I don't think 
what students are do¬ 
ing here will lead to that," 
Clegg said. 

Mike Lewis, who started 
the Carrollton High School 


team, recalled bringing his 
.22-caliber rifle to school in 
the 1980s. He might open 
up the trunk in the school 
parking lot to show it off 
to his classmates or one of 
the teachers. "Now there's 
a whole knee-jerk reaction 
based on ignorance and 
misunderstanding," he la¬ 
mented. 

It's a unique sport that 
doesn't attract typical 
jocks, he said. Rather than 
brawn, it's a very brainy 
sport, and he's proud that 
most of his team is made 
up of straight-A students. 
Kevin Neuendorf, the direc¬ 
tor of marketing communi¬ 
cations at USA Shooting, 
said views toward school 
gun clubs are part of the 
cultural divide in the coun¬ 
try. 

'There are a lot of misper¬ 
ceptions out there about 
the gun culture and all 
that, but for many it's just 
a way of life. Most people 
who are shooters, respect 
the sport and respect the 
game and have a respect 
for the firearm they shoot 
and forthe people around 
them," he said. "I question 
anybody who can't go out 
to a gun range and have 
fun. That's the way our ath¬ 
letes see it and that's the 
way oursport is built. 

"It's no different than play¬ 
ing basketball or soccer. 
... For our athletes and for 
our club members and for 
our parents, that gun is no 
different than Serena's ten¬ 
nis racket ... and through 
that gun and through that 
firearm, what comes? Un¬ 
believable discipline, op¬ 
portunity, showing them 
success. Not every kid can 
be successful at basketball 
orfootball." 

Odlin grew up in Maine, a 
microcosm of the country's 
divisions over guns. In the 
northern, more rural parts 
of the state, hunting is more 
prevalent. But in the south¬ 
ern, more-populated part, 
she said, she wasn't even 
allowed to wear her rifle 
team's T-shirt in high school. 
'Overall, it was something 
you just didn't talk about. 
You just kind of avoided the 
topic of guns,"she said. 

As soon as she moved to 
Georgia, she was greeted 
with more acceptance.Q 



In this photo token Sunday, March 17,2019, in Dahlonega, Georgia, a student stands atthe bay of 
a gun range atthe University of North Georgia, a target yards away. 

Associated Press 










